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ven er — language-of the dyiog 
$; r This wat the laſt ſentenee but one 
. from his lips on the croſs !. _ En 
2 thy hands 1 conpmend my Shirits He 4 
F 97g. >: vd bee { 
1 ———— e eee eee 
2 ſome years. ago, as containing the ſubje& on 
which he I would inſiſt, at the time of his inter- 
ment, if his death ſhould precede my own. In chuſing 
this paſſage for his funeral text, I am conſident he con- 
ſidered i ＋ as CO ſox a fulneſs of meaning, 
* d be exceedin proper tos he the ſame 
| oloky to the h upon 
—_ 4 — marking in the moſt decided — * the 
diſparity between its original atid its accommodated 
: ente, But the peculiar reference of the text to the death 
of One who was far ſuperior to all the children of men, 
(and whoſe unrivall'd ity and excellence no one 
would have been leſs willing to- overlook than your de- 
ceaſed Paſtor,) by no means renders it unſuitable to the 
preſent mournful occaſion. It was the ardent wiſh of 
my highly honoured father i in the miniſtry, that at his 
death, bi well as in his life, the eyes of all who are here 
aſſembled, might be directed to CnRIIST cnucirine. 
,Nothipg ads him more era pleaſy re in life, than 
to „a fnib'd; e In — of that 
nol le iign,. he. began his; public miniſtry with this 
* text. And. the ſame glad tidings he wiſh'd me to 
roclaim at his funeral. that ſome, who often heard 
1 theſe neighbouring walls, but whoſe ſinful pre- 
es ſtopp'd their ears from cu pb to the charm- 
ing found, fo — and 1 publil'd ; might 


now 
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of conſolation to believers, amidſt-the ravages- arid: ber- 


_ . rors of death; he therefore conſulted, in this eaſe, the 
comfort of his afflicted friends and relatives: It is in 


conſequence of Chriſt's declaring It is final, that you 


have ground to conclude, all things are yours ;+ delign'd 


for your benefit, if you are Chris. The life of miniſ- 
ters, and their death ſhall now ort — . 
them that love God the continuance of your dear friends 


on earth, and their removal to heaven; the - 544 | 


of your own lives, and your own-approaching 


ture; all theſe events ſhall terminate in thrir real ad- 
vantage who are intereſted in the fihiſhed falyation of 


Jeſus. . ap 

Let us then attend to the-ſubjeQ! Pet us conceive 
that our dear. Brother, iv” dead, yet ſpeaketh. He in- 
tended this day to ſpeak, tho? by my mouth, te His 
brethren in the miniſtry, myſelf iuteluded to all 


8 
con ion; eſpecially to the members of ti busch, 
with Which he was ſo lately, ſo long, fo* cloſei con- 
nected, — to all his mourning friends, to every bratich 
of his dear family. as the moſt inſtructive, che moſt 
conſolatory topic, —he would recommend the language 


of his Lord and Maſter, 


IT IS FINISHED.” _ 
5 Theſe 


68 
Theſe words I would conſider, 


I. As uſed by the divine Redeemer, in reference to 
what was fulfilled at the time of his Death. 
And, : ; x 
II. I would ſhew, that in an inferior and ſubordinate 
ſenſe, they may be applied to the death of a Believer; 


and would take the liberty thus toaccommodate them 
to the death of our departed friend. * | 


Firſt, I am to enquire into the original ſenſe of theft 
words, and to ſhew in what manner they were fulfilled 
at the Redeemer's Death. | 


Turn away, for a while, your eyes from that coffin, 
beloved, and let us look to Calvary! There Death ſeem'd 
likely to gain its 2 victory: tho? in the iſſue it was 
chang'd to a total defeat. Then it attack'd the Sox of 
Gop. It had ſought him in his infancy. It had fol- 
low'd him thro? life. Its kindred evils, affliction, po- 
yerty, wearineſs, calumny, perſecution, &c. hag 
harraſs'd him all his days. This formidable train he 

loriouſly conquered, with invincible patience and reſo- 

ution. But now the King of Terrors grapples with him 
himſelf, and Jeſus makes. no reſiſtance; he ſeems to 
yield, but by yielding to death, he obtains immortal 
victory. He falls, but “ death falls andere in the 
ſtruggie:”* and aware of his certain advantage over the 
boaſting foe, the Saviour cxjes, IT 1s FIX ISA ED. Hell 
ſtands aghaſt, and heaven is filPd with wonder at the 
words. What can they mean! What is their myſte- 
rious import ! 5 ne 
It is fniſpb' d Immanuel's perſonal conflict with natu- 
ral Evil is now at an end. The ſcene of his ſufferings is 
for ever cloſed. This was doubtleſs the immediate im- 
plication of the words. It is as tho he had ſaid, © Now 
all my ſorrows are ended: I have drank up even the 
dregs of that cup which my Father gave me to drink, and 
ſhall taſte of affliction no more.“ 


Our Lord, from his firſt entrance into our world; had 
been expos'd to a ſucceſſion of ſufferings. He was, all 


his 


* Maclaur in. 


(6) 

kis days, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grich 

Eſpecially from the time of his entrance upon his publi 
miniſtry, he endured the contradiction of finners againſt 
| himſelf. Frequently his enemies ſought to lay Hands 
on him, and were only reſtrained by divine controul, 
becauſe his howr was not then come. But at length the 
time arrived, fix'd by the determinate counſel and foreknow- 
ledge of God, and his blood-thirſty foes were no longer 
tr of My they had their hour to act out all their hearts, 
and fo had the Powers of darkneſ; : nor was the wicked- 
neſs of men or devils ever before ſo fully difplay'd. 
After Jeſus had ſuffered unſpeakable agonies in the gar- 
den, where no man's hand was upon him, but where, 
robably, he was harraſs'd by the immediate agency of 
—— ; and was 3 oppreſs'd, beyond conception, 
with the ſenſe of Divine Diſpleaſure againſt the ſins of the 
ele& world, for which he was become reſponſible ;—he 
was betray' d into the hands of ſinners, ho treated him 
with every indignity and cruelty. who prefer'd a noto- 
rious robber and murderer before him,. - numbering him 
with the vileſt tranſgreſſors, - and with wicked hands, 
nailed him to the croſs. — Abandoned at firſt by 
every friend, till a few poor women and one beloved 
diſciple ventured to draw near, and ſtand beſides the 
fatal tree; there hung the Lord of Glory, expoſed 
to the deriſion and execrations of theinſenſatemultitude! 
All this contumely and torture he bars with meekneſs 
and reſignation. No complaint falls from his lips; but 
to give vent to his exceſs of ſorrow, and to inſtruct the 
ſpectators and us, into the principal ſource of his diſtreſs, 
he once cries out, My God, my God, why haſt thou for- 
alen me! The withdrawing of the ſweet and ſenſible 
preſence of his Father, and the ſenſe of divine wrath 
againſt the unnumber'd crimes, whoſe puniſhment 
Jebovab made to light upon him, was infinitely more pain- 
ful than all the ſufferings men could inflict. - This melted 


his heart like wax in the _— of his bowels. But the Curſe 
of the Law is now exhauſted. The ſeaſon of divine de- 
ſertion is over. The ſunſhine of heaven irradiates the 
Saviour's pale countenance once more, ere he cloſes his 


eyes 
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es in death; and he ſays, It is fnib' d. Now then 
his ſufferings are at an end. They had been various and 
complicated. Earth and Hell combined againſt him, and 
Heaven itſelf concurr'd in the afflictive ſtroke. He had 
ſuffer'd much from men; both from Jews and Gentiles ;- 
from the 289 of Judas, and from the ingratitude 
and cowardice of his timerous diſciples; from the en- 
vious prieſts, and from their ſlanderous agents; from 
the Roman ſoldiers, and the Jewiſn mob: He doubtleſs 
fuffer*'d much from the legions of the prince of darkneſs: 
—and he ſuffer'd moſt of all from the ſword of divine 
vengeance; for it pleaſed omnipotence itſelf to brui/e 
- him Ow him to grief: But from none of theſe quar- 
ters ſhall he ſuffer more. He would henceforth feel no 
Pain nor anguiſh for ever. The period of his abaſement 
drew near to a cloſe. His fate of humiliation was now 
geo as finiſhed. Tho' the grave would detain his 
y till the next day but one, his ſoul would imme- 
diately enter into paradiſe, and the firſt trophy of his 
victory over ſatan, ſhould follow him, that fame day, 
from the neighbouring croſs: meanwhile his own fe 
ſhould not be ſuffer'd to ſee corruption; and it ſhould 
found impoſſible for the body of the Prince of Life to 
be holden by the bands of death. 


But tho? he had undergone unparallel'd diſtreſs, and 
felt ſorrows that none elſe could have ſuſtain'd, yet it 
was not merely at the ceſſation of his pains and ſufferings 
that our Redeemer ſo greatly rejoiced; his boundleſs 
benevolence and diſintereſted compaſſion enjoy*da nobler 
triumph, when he cried with exultation, It is finiſ'd. 
He meant, that the important and arduous Worx, in 
which he had ſpontaneouſly engaged, from infinite zeal 
for his Father's glory, and infinite love to his ele& peo- 
ple, was now completed. That undertaking was of ſuch 
a nature, as neceſſarily to involve in it an obligation to 
ſuffer : hence he became expoſed to all the agonies he 
had now endured. But what he had already undergone 
was ſufficient; and he knew it would ſuffice, fully to 
anſwer the important end, for which he became obedient 
unto death. In this aſſurance he rejoiced, and all heaven 
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83 his joy, when, conſcious of the completion 
of his bleſſed deſign, he declared, 7 i, finiſb d. " 

That we may enter more fully into this important 
ſubjeR, it will be needful to remark, that all the ſuffer- 
ings of our bleſſed Saviour, came upon him by divine 
appointment; (tho? we readily allow the decrees of God, 
in this caſe, as in all others, did not interfere with the 
free-agency of his murderers, nor in any degree leſſen 
their guilt. The end of the inſtruments of his death was 
entirely oppoſed to God's end in its pre-determination 
therefore & malignity of the former was not lefſened by 
the benignity of the latter.) Yea, more than this, he 
was not only deliver'd into the hands of ſinners, but 
God's own hand was againſt him. The fevord of IE Ho- 
van was awakened to /mite the ſhepherd, the man that 
thought it no robbery to be called his Egual. But theſe con- 
ſiderations lead us to enquire diligently, whence was it, 
that God's righteous ſervant, yea, his well-beloved Son, 
could thus be expoſed to the ſtroke of his wrath ? 


In the moral governor of the world, there can be no 
cruelty, caprice, or careleſſneſs, to expoſe even the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects to undeſerved miſery. 'Tho? 
mankind in general are born to trouble, it befalls them 
not by chance, nor hath God doom'd them to it with- 
out reaſon. He doth not willingly afii, nor grieve the 
children of men. He never puniſhes them without cauſe, 
nor beyond their deſerts. Surely then, he would never 
have inflited the ſevereſt pains on his own Son, who 
was ever his delight, and who, ſince he became incar- 
nate, did always thoſe things that pleaſed his Father, if 
motives of infinite weight had not rendered this pro- 


cedure neceſſary. 


An abſolutely perfect and infinitely benevolent Being, 
would never have ſubjected any of his intelligent crea- 
tures to the ſmalleſt penalty, unleſs the reaſon and 
fitneſs of things had rendered it requiſite in caſe of diſ- 
obedience. But Wiſdom and Juſtice, yea, Love itſelf, 
abſolutely require that the author of the univerſe ſhould 
aſlert his right to the throne, and hold the reins of go- 

vernment 


( 


vernment in his own hands for ever. Love to the un- 
created Being, and love to the intelligent Creation, unite 
in demanding that the authority of God ſhould be ſup- 
ported, and that orderand harmony ſhould be maintain'd 
among rational creatures. To this end, not only muſt 
a plain, perfect, and invariable rule of conduct be laid 
down, but that law which. is fo holy, juſt and good, 
muſt be properly ſanctioned. The penalty threatened 
to tranſgreflors muſt bear a juſt proportion to the dig- 
nity of the law-giver, to the goodneſs of the law, and 
to the importance of ſecuring the welfare of God's ex- 
tenſive empire.——Therefore we muſt conclude, that as 
infinite Love dictated the requirements of that Law, 
which bears the impreſs of its author, as it is ſummed 
up in one word, Lowe; ſo the ſame infinite Benevolence 
appears, in diſcountenancing to the uttermoſt, every 
thing that is oppoſed to ſupreme Love to the Deity, and 
univerſal Benevolence to our Fellow-creatures. God's 
diſpleaſure againſt fin muſt be in proportion to his love of 
holine/s, from which it cannot be ſeparated. His wrath 
againſt rebellion and diſcord, mult be equal to his zeal 
for maintaining order, harmony, and virtue, in the 
whole created ſyſtem. As Gov is infinite benevolence, ſo 


he muſt take Complacency in his own image wherever 


it is found among his creatures; 1. e. in genuine bene- 
wvolence towards Being : and his Anger muſt burn propor- 
tionably againſt its oppoſite z1. e. againſt Selig, which 
is the very effence and root of all fin. It follows that 
the Curſe of the Law is the reſult and diſplay of the 
divine benevolence, or of the Love which the governor 
of the univerſe bears to God, and to the higheſt good 
of the created ſyſtem.— It was not for want of forming 


a proper eſtimate of the value of each individuals hap- 


pineſs ; but from a wiſe, juſt, holy and benevolent re- 

— to the general — of the whole ſyſtem, includin 
th God and the Creatures, that Jehovah — 
every tranſgreſſor of his admirable law, with DBA T EH.“ 
B 3 Yet 


* The intelligent reader who withes to purſue theſe ideas farther, 
or more fully to inveſtigate their propriety, is referred to Prefident 
Davies s 
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Vet with aſtoniſhment we behold the like penalty in- 
flited on the incarnate Son of Gop. He is delivered 
up to Death; even to that kind of death, which God 
himſelf had previouſly and purpoſely ſtamp'd with pe- 


culiar infamy, as only to be inflited on thoſe who were 


conſidered 


Davies's ſermon on 1. John iv. 16. God is love: To Dr. BELLAMY'S 
Eſſay on the nature and glory of the Geſpel, eſpecially ſe. vi. Vindic- 
tive juſtice an amiable perfection in the Deity, Alſo, to Prefident 
Epwarps's Eſſay on the nature of virtue; and Dr. Hor xixs's Inquiry 
into the nature »f true holineſs, 


Since this ſermon was written out, I have read the account given 
of Preſident EpwarDs's xxxili. practical ſermons, in the monthly re- 
view for March, 1791. As the gentlemen who conduct that publi- 
cation are to be conſidered as parties concern'd, in the diſpute relative 
to the doctrines of Calviniſm, no one who conceives thoſe doctrines to 
be indeed evangelical, can be eafily miſled by their depreciating theo- 
logical writings ; and no one aware of their rancorous averſion to that 
ſyſtem, will expect from them the fairneſs of generous opponents, 
Yet for the ſake of a few readers, it may be worth while briefly to 
notice their animadverſions. Men of real candeur would not only 
have made allowance for the ſtile of poſthumous ſermons, declared 
never to have been intended for the preſs ; hut would probably admire 
the manifeſt concern of a preacher who laboured among a plain peo- 
ple, to ſimplify his ideas, and to convey them in the plaineſt language 
to the moſt illiterate of his hearers, tho* this ſhould lead him ſome- 
times to repeat nearly the ſame ſentiment in different words: eſpeci- 
ally would they be pleaſed to ſce this attention to men of low degree, 
in ſuch a man as Mr. Edwards, whoſe extraordinary powers of mind, 
Dr. Pricfiley himſelf, and many others at the greateſt diſtance from 
his religious ſentiments, have acknowledged. Nor would they ſup- 
poſe it impoſſible, but that many readers would be found, who mig 
be edified by ſentiments ſo weighty, tho' expreſs'd with great plain- 
neſs, and never defign'd for amuſement. It is allowed the Selector has 
choſen a large proportion of alarming ſubjects, but it by no means 
appears that thoſe ſubjects were inſiſted upon in the ſame proportion 
in the courſe of Mr. Edwards's miniſtry : and had the Reviewers 
barely read over the contents of this volume, which probably they 
never did, the leaſt regard to veracity would have prohibited them 
from inſinuating that they are all in the ſame ſtrain of terror: ſome 
of them, eſpecially the 3, 5 and 6, are highly conſo/atory, and others 
diſcover ſuch a regard to holy practice, as could not eaſily be equalled 
among the advocates for 228 by works. And till it can be 
proved that true benevolence conſiſts in thinking others ſafe already, 
intead of ſeeking their eternal welfare, it will appear to the impar- 
tial, a diſplay of chriſtian charity, for a believer in eternal puniſhment, 
moſt earneſtly to warn others to flee from the wrath to come, Were the 

Way 


En) 


conſidered as curſed of God. But is this the manner of 
the judge of all the earth, to ſlay the righteous with the 
ewicked, and that the righteous ſbould be as the wicked ? Far 
be ſuch a ſuſpicion from our ideas of the divine charac- 


ter. Had Jeſus been meerly a man, and at the ſame 
time 
way to deſtrution now become ſo narrow, as that only one in a 
thouſand could be ſuſpected of walking therein, there would fill be 
a neceſſity for thoſe who know the terrors of the Lord, and the worth 
of ſouls, to Vue men to flee for refuge. But nothing ſeems fo 
highly to offend theſe gentlemen, and provoke them to blaſphemy, as 
Mr. Edward's aſſerting © that the vinditt we juſtice of Gop is a glarious 
attribute; this, they ſay, they can by no means bring themſelves 
« to think:”” and add, © had any of the North American Indians 
« heard Mr. Edwards preaching in this ſtrain, they muſt have con- 
& cluded the Almighty to have been ſome paſſionate, revengeful, 
« bloody-minded Being, a Moloch whom nothing but a hu- 
man victim could appeaſe.” But the fact is, theſe Indians did hear 
Mr. Edwards, and ſome under his miniſtry, and many more under 
the miniſtry of his friend BAALN EKR D, who preached juſt in the 
ſame ſtrain, were not only brought to love a juſt and holy God, but 
were hereby brought to the moſt gentle and truly benevolent ſpirit 
towards men; nor can any one diſciple of Socinus be found, who ever 
was thus inſtrumental in turning lion-like ſavages into harmleſs lambs, 
nor who ever had benevolence enough to venture among ſuch an un- 
cultivated race, with a view to their converfion.--- Surely unleſs it 
can be proved, that there is no ſuch attribute in God, as avenging 
juſtice, the Reviewers muſt be brought to think it glorious, or be 
Numbered with his determined foes. Doubtleſs in the world above, 
whatſoever the king of the univerſe doth, or hath done, will pleaſe all 
his redeemed people, And obſerve, reader, the queſtion now is, not 
how many, or 10ho will ſuffer from divine juſtice, nor what or how 
long they will ſuffer, but whether there is any beauty or glory at all 
in punitive juſtice, and whether even ſaints in glory will approve of 
the whole character and conduct of their God ! ! ! Theſe men declare, 
that the vindictive juſtice of the Deity, be its objects and effects what 
they will, is not a beauty, but a blemiſh in the divine character, and 
they preſume it muſt a ſo to the inhabitants of heaven. Is not 
downright atheiſm able to this downright blaſphemy ? Is it not 
better to ſay with the fool there is no God, than to admit that the true 
God has one horrid attribute; or has committed actions (e. g. drown- 
ing Pharoah and his hoſt, and the old world, and puniſhing the 
finally impenitent in hell,) that can never be thought of by perfectly 
benevolent beings, without diſguſt.---1f the Reviewers wiſh to retract 
this cenſure of the divine character, and would only deny that men 
are ſo generally depraved, and conſequently expoſed to the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, as Prefident Edwards ſuppoſed ; or would deny that the 


depravity 


G 
time perfectly innocent, ſurely he that ſent two angels 
to deliver Lot, who was ſo imperfectly righteous, from 
being involv'd in the ruin of Sodom, would have ſent 
twelve legions of angels to reſcue Jeſus from his mur- 
derers, rather than to have ſuffer*d ſo ſhocking an event 
to ſtain the annals of his reign. 

Nothing can be more deciſive, however, than the 
teſtimony of ſcripture, to the /porle/s purity and perfect 
refitude of this holy ſufferer, the onLY one who ever 
ſuffered, under the divine government, without any 
charge of perſonal guilt : while the ſame inſpired writings 


(2) no leis ſtrongly aſſert, that God ſpared not his own Son; 


but he was juſtly conſidered as judicially friken, ſmitten 
of Gop, and afflicted.— And laſtly, the ſcriptures of truth 


(3) align the only conſiſtent reaſon for the conduct of the 


Almighty 
depravity of mankind is the conſequence of Adam's fall; or, that future 
puniſhraent will be eternal, &c. let them, inſtead cf ridiculing Mr. 
Edwards's ſtile, demoliſh his arguments: if any one of theſe gentle- 
men would ſhew his zeal for what he apprehends to be truth, and 
his ſkill in reaioning, let him anſwer his treatiſes on free will, on 
original fin, on God's laſt end, and on the nature of virtue; or his ſon, 
the preſent Dr. Edward:'s reply to Chauncy, on eternal puniſhment, If 
they can thus make good their ground againſt our principal tenets, 
there are Calviniſtt to be ſound, who would adhere to the Preſident's 
excellent maxim, “ to follow light let it lead him where it will, tho? 
held forth by a child, or an enemy.“ 

I had two reaſons for inſerting this note, tho* ſome may think it 
tedious, (1.) The amiableneſs of divine juſtice is inſeparably con- 
need with the doctrine of the atonement, however overlooked by its 
enemies, and by ſore of its injudicious friends. For whatever Mr. 
Belſbam's ideas might be, while calicd a Calviniſt, of “the Sox as a 
Being of ſuperior benevolence to the Father; we conſider ſuch a 
notion as no better than Manicheiſm, and readily allow, that if there 
would have been % glory in the condemnation of the original 
offenders, the execution of the ſentence of the law on a ſurety, inſtead 
of exceeding in glory, muſt be the moſt horrid act of tyranny that ever 
was, and ( lieaven forbid the blaſphemy ! ) muſt ruin the divine cha- 
racer for ever, (2.) I was willing to embrace an opportunity of 
recommending theſe ſermons, ſo decried by the Reviewers, but of 
which I can ſay with my late dear friend, I ſcarce ever look into them 
without finding ſome ſalutary cffe& on my heart, that they promote 
humility and r-pentance, and give me more exalted and endearing 
thoughts of God's government and grace.---Therefore my ultimate 
end in introducing of thein, was not like the Reviewers, to make an 
end as ſoor. as poſſible, of a diſagreeable ſubjeR, and leave the moſt 
unfavourable idea of them that I could on the mind of the reader. 


) : 
Almighty reſpecting his dear ſon. They aſſure us, that 
the Mess1an was cut off, not for himſelf; but uhE was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, HE was bruiſed for our 
iniquities : the chaſtiſement by which our peace was effected, 
was laid upon Him; and by His ftripes we are healed. 
Jebovab made to light upon Him, the — of us all, It 


was exacted, and He was made anſwerable. For the tram 
greſſion of His people was He ftriken : for He bare the puniſb- 
ment of their iniquities. He was number d with tranſ- 


greffors, and treated as if He had been the moſt atrocious 


offender, becauſe he bare the in of many, that, upon the 
ground of a complete ſatisfaction to divine juſtice, He 
might make prevalent interceſſion for tranſgreſſors. Thus 
— ſpake Jſaiab, when he foreſaw the ſufferings of 
Immanuel, and the glorious conſequences that ſhould 
follow. And theſe prophetic declarations are — 
applied and confirmed by the apoſtles of our Lord. 
Chriſt ſuſfered for us, ſays Peter; He abe did no fin, bis 
own ſelf bare our fins, in his own bedy, on the tree, Fc. 
He hath once ſuffer' d for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us to God, In like manner Paul affirms to 
the Romans, that, he was deliver'd for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our juſftificaticn. He tells the Corinthians, 
that, Gop hath made Him fin for us, who knew no fin, that 
wwe might be made the righteouſneſs of God in Him. Thus 
he alſo teaches the Ga/arians, that, Chrift hath redeemed 
ws from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us; for 
it is written, curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. 


Surely we need not, at this time, call in farther wit- 
neſſes to prove this truth, which the apoſtle delivered 
firft of all, or among the firſt principles, (er TewTors) to all 
thoſe to whom he preach'd the goſpel, how that Chrift 
died FOR OUR SINS, according to the ſcriptures. All his 
ſufferitigs were certainly vicariozs, or endured by him in 
the ſtead of others. He gave himſelf a ranſom for many. 
As the penal ſanction was originally annexed to the 


law, to expreſs God's infinite abhorrence of fin, and thus 


to manifeſt the ſpotleſs purity of the divine nature; fo 
infinite wiſdom judg'd it equally neceſſary, in order to 
the honourable exerciſe of forgiveneſs, that an atoning 

ce 


| facrifice ſhould be required, to diſplay in a — — quite 


as decided, the immutable averſion of the divine mind 
to moral evil: that the law and the goſpel might exhibit 
the eternal Jehovah in a perfectly conſiſtent character, 
— in 1 in praiſes, a God doing wonders. 
herefore hath fet forth Jeſus as a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs in the 
forgi vengſi of paſt fin. That in the forbearance of God, 
- (or, in the exerciſe of his pardoning mercy,) he might 
make a full diſplay of his righteouſneſs, at the ſame 
time; that he might be juſt, and yet the juſtifier of him that 
believeth in Tſur. 


THr1s was, therefore, the principal ground of our 
Lord's triumph, when he cried out, 1: is finib'd. He 
rejoiced in the accompliſhment of that work which his 
Father had given him to execute. He knew that he had 
now ſuffer'd enough to anſwer the deſired end. The 
wrath of God againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſe, is 
as clearly manifeſted in the caſe of the redeemed, in the 
ſufferings of their ſurety ; as it is in the caſe of them 
that periſh, in their own perſonal ſufferings. Yea, the dig- 
nity of the ſurety, and his Near Relation to his Father, 
renders the glory of Vindictive Juſtice more brightly 
viſible in the former caſe, than in the latter. If the Law 
had taken its courſe, with the original offenders, and its 
ſentence had been executed upon every tranſgreflor, 
without exception, or the leaſt mitigation, it would not 
have been ſo ſtrong an ExPRESSION OF GoD's 1RRE- 
CONCILABLE OPPOSITION TO SIN, and his deter- 
mination to preſerve the honour of his Law inviolate, as 
the infliction of the penalty on ſo great a perſon as the 
ſurety of the new covenant. There is conſequently no 
room given to any one, who enters into the genuine im- 


port 


* All the ſaints that died under the old teſtament, had gone to 
heaven without any ſufficient manifeſtation of God's abhorrence of 
their ſins, it was therefore neceſſary that the Mediator of the new 
teſtament, by means of death, ſhould atone for their tranſgreſſions who 
| had been ſaved under the old teſtament diſpenſation, as well as f 
theirs who are ſaved by him ſince his death actually took . 
Comp. Rom. iii. 25, and Heb. ix. 15. 
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port of Chriſt's death, to entertain diminutive ideas of 
the evil of ſin, or to ſuſpeR that it is not as abominable 
in the ſight of God as the original threatening of his law 
ſeemed to imply. Mercy may therefore be ſhewn to the 
very chief of ſinners, on the ground of Chriſt's atone- 
ment, without God's appearing to give up his law, or 
to deviate from the ſpirit of L of government 
which he had at firſt adopted. The perfect rectitude of 
the great law-giver, and the uniformity of his character, 
are fully demonſtrated, and the way is perfectly clear 
for the free exerciſe of pardoning mercy. 
Let every true believer reflect with tranſport on the 
delightful import of theſe words, It is fixifed/ HE 
who engaged his heart to draw near to God as Surety for 
loſt ſinners; who undertook, according to the prophet 
Daniel, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, to make an end of fins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs ; hath now fulfilled his deſign, ſo glorious 
to the divine government, and ſo full of grace to guilty 
man. It is true, the Mediator has taken God's fide, 
through the whole controverſy ; he hath fully } pare 
the divine conduct; juſtified his Demand of perfect 
Obedience from every Creature, and his Threateni "s 
of eternal Death to every Sinner ; he hath not attempt 
to procure a change or abatement of the Law, but hath 
magnified it and made it honourable ; he hath utterly oon- 
demn'd ſin, and ſealed the equity of its condemnation 
with his blood; but punitive juſtice any. ſatisfied, 
there remains no obſtacle to the placing of his righteouſ- 
neſs to the account of all believers, and thus to their 
being treated (who are one with him) as deſerving an 
eternal reward, inſtead of eternal puniſhment.—The 
moſt ſurprizing and difficult of all God's promiſes is ful- 
fill'd; he hath provided for himſelf a lamb, accepted 
the ſame as an offering for ſin; and we are taught to 
infer the certain fulfillment of all his other promiſes, * 
which are yea and amen in Chriſt Jeſus, to the glory * 


* The manner in which the ſcriptures ſpeak of the tranſcendent , 
difplay of divine mercy in redemption, a 
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by us. For, He who ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered + 
H1M uf for us all, how ſball he not with xh alſo freely give. 
ws all things? Nor is this all which is conſequent upon the 
Saviour's death, that now God can honourably exerciſe 
mercy toward whom he pleaſes; but the mediator hath 
deſerved that the ſucceſs of his redemption ſhould be 
enſured, by the ſacred Spirit's application of it, to all thoſe 
that were given-him by his Father ; with a ſpecial regard 
to whoſe, certain ſalvation, he became obedient unto 
death. -It was expreſsly ſtipulated in the covenant of 
redemption, Ibis foul ſhall make a propitiatory ſacrifice, he 
ſhall fee a ſeed which ſhall prolong their days, and the gracious 
purpoſe of Fehowah ſhall proſper tn his hands, Of the travail 
of his foul he ſhall ſee the fruit, and be ſatisfied. By the 
nowleage of him ſhall my ſervant juſtify many. Such were 
the engagements of the divine Father, who hath fworr 
in his holineſ5, that he will not lie unto the deſcendant and 
antitype of David.—Thus the purchaſe of redemption 
being completed, no difficulty comparable to that which 
had been ſurmounted, remains in the way of the ſalva- 
tion of the ele&.—lt was neceſſary ſalvation ſhould be 
applied, to millions then uncall'd, and millions more 
unborn. But this part of the work would be attended 
with no pain, ſuffering, or hardſhip. Nor could it be 
ſuſpected that he who had ſo far engaged in this work, 
as to ſhed his-own blood in the could, would fail or be 
diſcouraged by any oppoſition that could be made to him, 
when ſeated on his throne of glory. He was ſoon to 
make his triumphant entrance into his kingdom, and 
$17 Jeu * 
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of the infinite dignity of our Lord. As the judicious Maclaurin 
obſerves, they lay the ſtreſs of the benefit upon the invaluable price, 
i. e. the righteouſneſs and ſacrifice of Chriſt, and not on the purchaſe, 
i, e. the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings which flow from it. Where- 
as, if the Redeemer were a mere creature, it would plainly be other- 
wiſe, On that ſuppoſition, men could not avoid ſaying, herein is 
love, that tor ſo ſmall a price there is ſo great a 23 for ſo cheap 
a ranſom, ſuch a wonderful deliverance; for ſuch unequal merit, ſo 
rich an inheritance, &c. The way to commend God's love would 
not be by conſidering he gave one mere creature, though the higheſt, 
to die for mutritudes, bt by reflecting that for ſo ſmall a conſidera- 
gion ſo great bleſſings are beſtowed. The itile of the (criptures is 
the reverſe of this.“ 


as the head of the 
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them of the 1 had merited, and which they all, 
with him, ſhould infallibly inherit. re 

Well might he fay, It is finibed! For a greater 
work was now accompliſhed than the firſt creation of 
the univerſe. A work that has more of God diſplayed 
in it; in which all his perfeQions are more abundantly 
glorified. A work more ſecure from being ſpoiled ; 
without which our world, at leaſt, would ſeem to have 
been made in vain ; for there would have been no meaps 
to haye prevented the rational inhabitants of it, from 
being an offence and diſgrace to their Maker, but by 
his conſigning them to eternal deſtruction. Now was 
fully laid the foundation of the new heavens and new 
earth, compared with which the former ſhall not be re- 
membered nor come into mind. The holy angels, 
thoſe morning ſtars that ſang together at the firſt 
creation, and who ſtanding in no need of redemption 
themſelves, are not / intereſted in this event as we are, 
will yet be eternal gainers by it, and learn more of the 
glorious character of Jehovah from it, than from all his 


works beſide. 


* 


It is finiſhed ! The greateſt event contained in the 
book of God's decrees. Well may the angelic ſtudents 
defire to look into theſe things. Jeſus was ſeen and heard 
of angels, at the time he uttered theſe words. Surely every 
= in heaven was upon him. And ſtill do they ſtudy 
the plan of redemption with profound attention and 
unſpeakable delight. The ſcheme of ſalvation now 


executed, was the maſter-piece of infinite wiſdom ; the 


prime ſubject of Jehovah's counſels, wherein they all 
centre; having deſigned by this means 7o gather together 


in one head, all things, both which are in heaven, and 


"which are on earth ; even in Chriſt, who is the head 9 

all principality and power ; the head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fulngſi of him that filleth all 
in all. Reſpecting this glorious falvation,athe coun/el of 


tration of 


peace had been formed, between the 2 perſons in 


the undivided godhead. er the 1 


- redemption 


of the church, to take poſſeſſion for 
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redemption was the part allotted by infinite wiſdom to 
the Son of God; for this purpoſe he became incarnate. 


and was born into our world ; for this purpoſe he came 
to the late dreadful hour; and now he had perfectl 


fulfilled his covenant engagements ; the trouble of his 


ſoul was over, and eternal glory muſt reſult from the 
performance of the arduous deſign. The happy iflue 
of all the events of time, is intimately connected with 
this tranſaction, and is hereby infallibly aſcertained. 
The wiſdom of God, hid from ages, is now brought to 
light; the gloom which the entrance of ſin had caſt 
over the univerſe is greatly diſpelled, and a brighter 
day inſured at laſt, to all the friends of God, than if 


the blackneſs of moral darkneſs had never been ſeen. 


It is finiſhed! That event has taken place to which 
all the Prophets, as many as have ſpoken, 1 
referred, and in which the 102 of their teſtimony did 


chiefly conſiſt, The Jewiſh types, as well as the predic- 


tions of their Prophets, are now fulfilled. The prin- 
cipal inſtitutions of the Moſaic ceconomy had an imme- 
diate reference to the Meſſiah, and eſpecially to his 
atoning facrifice. Moſt uſefully they prefigured that 
as to be accompliſhed by him, which of themſelves they 
could not effect. The Subſtance now was come, the 
ſhadows muſt ily away. To prepare the Church for a 
change of diſpenſation, God had previouſly leſſened the 


glory of the Jewiſh worſhip. The ſecond temple equalled 


not the firſt in outward magnificence, tho? the Prophet 
foretold that the glory of the latter houſe ſhould exceed that 
of the former. And ſo it did; for there the Defire of all 
nations came, and exhibited that wiſdom and power and 
grace, which, notwithſtanding his diſguiſe o * 
meanneſs, filled the houſe with his glory.— The Ark, the 
moſt ſacred ſymbol of Jehovah's preſence, in which the 
tables of ſtone were depoſited, with the golden pot of 
Manna, and Aaron's Rod that budded, were no more 
to be found in the Temple, ever ſince the return of the 
Jews from Babylon. But, Ie, I come,” ſaid Meſſiah, 


© thy law is in my beart; he kept it perfectly; and 


while his obedience unto death exactly anſwers its de- 
| | mands 
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mands, (as the propitiatory. or mercy- ſeat exactly covered 
the Ark, and the law which was contained therein ;) he 
not only entitles his people to life eternal, by his me- 
ritorious obedience; - but gives them his law for their 
rule of conduct; endeared to them by his lovely example, 
by his dying love, and the rich benefits flowing from his 
mediation,—Now the Aaronic prieſthood was ſuperceded, 
a great high prieſt being raiſed up to the Church after 
the order of Melchizedec.—Chrift our paſſover was 
Sacrificed for us.— Let every eye be now directed to the 
| Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the world, by 
once offering up himſelf.—1t i: 8 the expiation 
is made, which could not poſſibly be effected by the 
blood of bulls and goats. Henceforth the ceremonial 
law was abrogated ; its inſtitutions were no longer en- 
forced by divine authority. The greys ews were 
—— weaned from them, and thoſe who continued 
to oppoſe them to their real end, and to reject him whow 
all their ſacrifices prefigured, were ſoon rendered inca- 
pable of celebrating them regularly, by the deſtruction 
of their city and temple. It is remarkable, that at this 
inſtant, the wail of the temple was rent, as @ token that 
God no more, conſidered the moſt holy place there, as 
his ſpecial abode ; and likewiſe as an indication that the 
way into the true ſanctuary was now laid open, to every 
believer in Jeſus. Having therefore, brethren, bolune/s to 
enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a new and 
living way which he hath conſecrated for ur, through the 
vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh; and an high prieſt over the 
bouſe of God : let us draw near with a true heart, in full 
aſſurance of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 
conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with pure water. 


It is finiſhed. Strange ſurprize muſt fill the infernal 
wers at the found. They, (as well as the blind 
eaders of the degenerate Jewiſh church,) had urged 
forward his death, and with a like motive; This is the 
heir, let us kill him, and the inheritance ſhall be ours. But 
what means this placid, this triumphant cloſe to his 
dying agonies. What is 8 ? Theſe words have 
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not the accent of deſpondency. It is not hi plan that 
is fruſtrated! Not his own * — that is overthrown ! 
No, prince of darkneſs, it is thine empire that is going 
to ruin ! how art thou fallen, O Lucifer, no longer ſon 
of the morning! Thy cruel throne totters to its baſis! 
Thou haſt helped forward the overthrow of thy do- 
minion! Thy Ting wiles and envenomed malice 
have not _ thee; what avails it that thou haſt 
bruiſed the heel of the ſeed of the woman, he hath broken 
the head of Leviathan the crooked ſerpent, He hath con- 


-quered Satan with his own weapon, the croſs; and 4 


death, hath deſtroyed him that had the power of death, that 
is the Devil. He hath ſpoiled principalities and powers, and 


made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them in the 


cross. — All hail, glorious Redeemer ! m this moment 
dark ſuſpenſe ſhall overwhelm thy grand adverſary, till 
the firſt dawn of the third day ſhall change it into abſo- 
lute deſpair. His hope ſhall then be like giving up the 
ghoſt : when he ſees the devouring grave ſick of the 
nobleſt prey it ever ſwallowed ;—when he finds death 
bereaved of his ſting, and reduced to perfect ſubjection 
to the ſon of man; when he hears thee commiſſion thy 
ſervants to invade every part of his dominions;—when 
he ſhall loſe three thouſand captives at the firſt attack, 
led on by the once cowardly Peter: O my Lord! and 


my God! how muſt thy foe be confounded! And yet 


a little while, and a great number of the Few: 7 
ſnall believe! and poor Pagan idolators, myriads after 
myriads, at Antioch, and Corinth, and Epheſus, and 
Colaſſe, and Athens, and Rome; and in every part of the 
Reman empire, and ſoon beyond its bounds. n vain the 
baffled prince of hell ſhall rally his forces, or change his 
methods of attack. In yain ſhall perſecution rage for 
century after century, againſt the members, as it had 
done againſt their head. In vain ſhall Antichrift exalt 
himſelt above all that is called God : He that conquered - 
Pagan Rome, will conquer Papal_Rome in like manner. 
Hz muſt increaſe! Hr muſt reign! He that planned the 


myſtery of redeeming love, muſt be wiſe enough to un- 


ravel all the plots of hell. He whoſe ſtrength could 
carry 
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carry him through ſuch ſufferings, muſt be frong enougd 
to tread down El his — He whoſe heart — 
fufficiently engaged in the ſalvation of his church, to 
be willing to endure all he met with, in the garden and 
on the croſs, muſt be thoroughly intent upon its com- 
letion. All would be loſt, his blood would have been 
ilt in vain, ſhould he not go on now: He will follow 
up the ſtroke he has given to Satan. He will puſh on 
his conqueſts! He has long ſince reached Britain, which 
the antients once thought at the end of the world. He 
has got large footing in Nox rH Au RICA. We have 
juſt heard Jelight news from Virginia, F and other 
parts. SouTa AMERICA ſhall be viſited by the bleſſed 
.goſpel by and by; and all As1a, and Ar RICA, and 
the South-Sea Iiands, and every part of this habitable 
| rus and war ſhall ceaſe! Men ſhall no more 
old their unoffending brethren in chains, and rule 
them with a rod of iron. The ſword ſhall no more be 
drunken with human blood. The idols, ſtill worſhipped 
by many nations, ſhall be utterly aboliſhed. Iniquity 
ſhall ſtop her mouth, and truth and righteouſneſs ſhall 
| 2 In fine, the whole earth ſhall be full of the know- 
edge of Jehovah, as the waters that cover the depths of the 
feas!!! 1 
Dear brethren! let the philanthropy of Go p our 
Saviour expand our boſoms. Let us take encourage- 
ment to pray inceſſantly for the fulfilment of theſe 
. O ye that make mention of the name 
of Jehovah, . keep not filence yourſelves, nor let Him _—_ 
filence ; until be 5 and until he render, Feruſalem a 
praiſe in the earth. \ 


| Meanwhile, let each individual attend to his own 
concern in the doctrine of the text. —1? is finiſhed. The 
only foundation is laid whereon ſinners may build their 


hopes of true felicity. Jeſus hath manifeſted the per- 
WW 4 | fect 


ew the Baptiſt Annual Regiſter juſt publiſhed by the Rev. Mr. Ripprn, 
which bids fair to prove a moſt uſeful and entertaining means of 


diffuſing the knowledge of the ſtate of religion, eſpecially among our 
own denomination. | 
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fect ſovereignty and glorious freeneſs of divine loye.—He 
hath rendered the pardon of ſin perfectly conſiſtent with 
the manifeſtation of God's juſt abhorrence of ſin: ſo that 
God can ſave ſinners without 'appearjng. in the leaſt to 
forget his dignity, ſally his purity; or give up the 
honour of his own law.—And He who commanded re- 
pentance and remiſſion of fin to be preached among all na- 
tions, beginning with his murderers at Jeruſalem, has 
thereby made it evident that he is ſtill of the ſame mind 
as when he firſt declared, Him that cometh unto me, 1 will 
in no wiſe caſt out. Whofo will then, let him come. All 
things are ready, come! Surely it is the beſt, the fitteſt, 
the happieſt courſe you can take, to return in the preva- 
lent name of Jeſus, unto him from whom you have deeply 
revolted. My dear fellow-ſinners, deceive not your- 
ſelves with an idea that your ſins are ſo little they may 
be eaſily excuſed : nor dare to think they may be coun- 
terbalanced by the virtue of your own defective obedi- 
ence. You can never ſtand upon this footing before 
an holy and juſt Gop. Did you view your very 84 
works as he views them, you would implore the for- 
giveneſs of them with greater earneſtneſs, than you now 
aſk it for your worſt actions. You can be accepted only. 
in the beloved. Turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye oy : 
hope. Flee to Jeſus : lay hold on his whole, finiſhed ſal- 
vation, and you are ſafe. 


But let us all remember what is meant by a finiſhed 
 falvation. It is only of the Pu cHASRE of ſalvation that 
we may ſay, it was finiſned long ago, even by Chriſt 
on the croſs. Let no one infer from hence, that becauſe 
the purchaſe is complete, the Ar PLICATIOx is not 
neceſſary. The plan of ſalvation muſt be believed, re- 
liſhed, and embraced before it is enjoyed. And it is ſo 
oppoſite to the depraved taſte and corrupt inclination ' 
of a ſinner, that no one will cordially embrace it, till 
he is ſecretly renewed in the temper of his mind. By 
the application of redemption to the heart, I do not 
mean the immediate ſuggeſtion of any facts not pre- 
viouſly contained in the ſcriptures. Or that the Spirit 
of God muſt intimate to the ſoul, its perſonal mcg in 
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9 
the divine favour, before it can be reconciled unto God. 
But it is neceſſary that native pride, prejudice, and the 
love of ſin be ſo ſubdued, as that the ſinner ſhall be 


willing to admit the humbling import, and fall in with 
the holy and God-exalting tendency of the gol l The 
the lin 


total depravity of the heart is that, in whic ner's 
inability to return to God conſiſts, and this is the great 
impediment that renders it neceſſary he ſhould have a 
rewheart given him. If the old heart were not an heart 
of ſtone, i. e. obſtinate, fenſeleſs, unimpreſſible, through 
the dominion of ſin, and therefore capable of reſiſting: 
motives of infinite weight; the outward call of thewo 
would be ſufficient to induce ſinners to return to God, at 
his firſt invitation. But being thus wholly depraved, 
they will not acquieſce in God's humbling, juſt, and 
holy method of ſalvation by grace, without the effec- 
tual drawings of the Holy Spirit. Thus the peculiar 
work of the Son of Gop, by no means ſupercedes the 
neceſſity of the work of the Sy1rrT of Gop. It is not 
enough to ſecure your happineſs, that Jeſus was born 
into our world, and died without the gates of Jerufalem 
his ele& muſt be born too, before they can enjoy the 
ſalvation. he has purchaſed. And it is as neceſſary that 
they ſhould be born again, in order to their ſeeing 
the kingdom of God, as it is that they ſhould be brought 
into exiftence. None can enjoy evidence that he belongs 
to the election of grace, till he freely makes choice of 
Chriſt, as his prophet, prieſt, and king. It is quite 
incongruous to imagine, that any one can be authorized to 
think himſelf intereſted in a divine conſtitution, to whoſe 
main deſign his heart is — averſe, It is morally 
impoſſible that any one ſhould enjoy that which he 
greatly diſlikes. But every unrenewed heart is full of. 
averſion to the humbling import and holy tendency of 
the goſpel. We allow and maintain that this diſpoſition 
is no excuſe for rejecting it; for if any thing on earth 
is criminal, an averſion to return to God, an unwilling- 
neſs to come to Chriſt for life; a ſcorn of ſalvation by 
grace; a going about to eſtabliſh the righteouſneſs of 
2 inner (a contradiction in terms!) in 2 to 
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law and goſpel, muſt be infinitely wicked. But ſuch 
is the native diſpoſition of a ſinner, vile and inexcuſable 
as it muſt be accounted. And he has no other diſpoſi- 
tion, but what leads him to exalt f againſt Gop and 
CarrsT, until a new heart is given him. The glorious 
goſpel is worthy of all acceptation, and woe be to all who 
rej ect the counſel God againſt themſelves ; but pride and 
unbelief ever will lead the ſinner to neg/e# this great /al- 
vation, if he is left to his own inelination.—It is true, 
in our addreſſes to ſinners, we dare not make any 
allowances for their depravity, or for their want of an 
inclination to accept of Chriſt. We dare not barely 
exhort them to ſo much ſemblance of obedience to our 
Lord, as unrenewed men have ſometimes been brought 
to yield; or to do as much towards embracing the goſ- 
pel, as they can find in their wicked hearts to do, and 
no more. We have no authority to imply, that any 
thing worth the name of Duty is performed, without 
ſincere love to God, and cordial faith in Chriſt. Our 
Lord and Maſter will not compromiſe matters with his 
enemies, who will not that he ſhould reign over them, 
and take up with the ell of outward performances, be- 
cauſe they have given their hearts to another. We muſt 
by no means imply this. We therefore call upon them 
to repent and believe the goſpel; to kiſs the Son of God, for 
all the wpright love him; to acquieſce cordially in his 
bleſſed plan of falvation, and no more ſpend their money 
for what is not bread, but labour for the meat which en- 
dureth unto everlaſting 1 hich the Son of Man ſpall give 
wnto all that come to him. Let the wicked forſale his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him 
return unto Jebowab, for he will receive him with com- 
paſſion; and unto our God for he aboundeth in forgiveneſ+. 
Thus did God's antient ſervants addreſs ſinners, even 
thoſe that hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to hear : 
never ſuggeſting © that God direQs the ſinner to that 
which he can do, and yet remain his enemy, becauſe he 
refuſes to do that which he cannot do without he becomes 
his friend.” —Y et if eyer we ſucceed, and any ſoul obeys 
the call of the goſpel, we would chearfully attribute the 

whole 


. 
whole praiſe of this happy effect, to the Hol v SrIAlr 
of Gop, who alone can conquer the groundleſs enmity 


of a ſinner, and bring him to a union of heart with the 
bleſſed Redeemer. 


To this agency, dearly beloved, it muſt be aſcribed, 
that you who now rejoice in a complete redemption, were 
ever brought to the knowledge of Chriſt crucified. 
Many of you were wrought upon under the miniſtry of 
that faithful ſervant of Jeſus, whoſe body we muſt pre- 
ſently commit to the grave. But he ever taught you, 
that neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that wa- 
tereth any thing, but it is God that giveth the increaſe. It 
is true of all that have received Chriſt, that they were 
born, not of blood, i. e. not by natural generation; nor of 
the will of the fleſh, i. e. not by any inclination, choice, 
or exertion of their own, while in an unregenerate ſtate; 
nor of the will of man, i. e. not by the power and in- 
fluence of others ; but of Gop. He is the only efficient 
cauſe of this bleſſed change.“ It is or ni that ye are 
in Chriſt Teſus, who or Go is made unto us wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanct ification, and redemption ; to him 
be glory for ever. Ai 1 


And as the work of God is begun on the heart in re- 
generation, it is needful that it ſhould be carried on by 
progreflive 2 or our happineſs muſt be in- 
complete. And be it remembered, that tho” in regenera- 
tion ſtrictly conſidered, the ſubject is entirely paſeve, its 
immediate effect is a&#ive converfion, by which only it 
can be diſcovered that God has changed the inward bias 
of the heart. And thence-forward believers begin to 
act for God, fnd to work out their own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, God ſtill working in them, to will and 
to do according to his good pleaſure. Chriſtians, I _ 3 


* I hope it will not be long before two diſcourſes by Dr. Hor xixs 
will be re- publiſhed in Britain, which Mr. Hall read with great ſatis- 
faction, a few months before his death. 1. On the neceſſity of the 
knowledge of the Law of God, in order to the knowledge of fin. 
2. A particular and critical enquiry into the cauſe, nature, and means 
of that change in which men are born of God. 


(26) 
ſuaded that you, who have been uſed to hear ſo judi- 
cious a ſervant of God, have not /o learned Chriſt, as to 
conceive that hi having finiſhed that work which his 
Father gave him to do, is a reaſon why you ſhould be 
inactive in his ſervice. You rejoice that the Redeemer has 
delivered you from the curſe of the law, and cancelled 
| your obligation to putiſhment, but you have no conception 
that he intended to cancel, or leſſen, your obligations to 
obedience. You well know that he obeyed and died, not 
to ſave his people from their duty, but from their int. 
To be freed from the /aw as a broken covenant is a privi- 
ledge: this Chriſt hath effected; (but not in ſuch a way 
as to imply any reflection on the law, even in that form :) 
but to be freed from the /aw as a rule of life, is no part 
of the falvation you wiſh for. Our Saviour's having 
loved God fo intenſely, is ſurely no reaſon why you 
ſhould be willing to love him languidly, or why you 
ſhould view the defect of your love, not as a crime, but 
at the worſt only as a calamity ; and not any thin 
that you need chide yourſelves for, or to put up wit 
a reproof reſpecting it from a miniſter. You would 
abhor ſuch inferences, and you cannot abhor them too 
much. Nor do you think that becauſe Chriſt loved you 
fo much, you need not love your brethren, but may in- 
dulge rancour, and party zeal, envy and maleyolence, 
You know he has given it as his peculiar command, that 
you! love one another. F we love one another, God 
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us —His dying 
for 2 under the character of enemies, has laid you 
under infinite obligations to love your enemies, even 
thoſe that are 4:5 enemies, and hate you for his ſake; 
thoſe you muſt love with a love of benevolence, tho? you 
cannot, you ought not, to take complacency in their pre- 
ſent temper and canduct. He that converted you, can 
as eaſily convert the worſt man in the world; and for 
this it becomes you to pray, till the purpoſe of God to 
the contrary appears by cutting him off in his fins. Nor 
can we ordinarily be certain, who are the final enemies 
of God, whoſe happinefs is-given up, as inconſiſtent 
with the divine glory and the higheſt happineſs of — 
. crea 
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created ſyſtem, till the day of judgment ſhall declare it. 
Be it then your concern, my brethren, to ourſelves 
out for God's glory, and the good of your fellow men. 
As you have received Chrift Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk in bim, 
as to manifeſt you have received him cordially and uni- 
verſally; to be your Lord and Ruler, as well as your- 
only deliverer. Look to him for ſtrength as well as for 
righteouſneſs ; but ſhew that you are willing to copy his 
example, as well as to be ſecured from wrath by his 
atonement. Whoever talks of having done with the /aw 
as a rule of life, ſpeaks like a traitor to the King of Zion; 
it is pity but he had done with the geſpel too, that he 
might not diſhonour it; for if he means what he ſays, 
he is one of the worſt enemies to the croſs of Chriſt. 
The groſſeſt Arminian, Papiſt, Socinian, or Deiſt, 
cannot be more remote from genuine orthodoxy, or do 
greater injury to the doctrines of grace. 

But, beloved, I am perſuaded better things of you, even 
things that accompany ſalvation, tho I thus ſpeak. Go on, 
dear brethren, in the ſtrength of Jeſus, run with pa- 
tience the race that is ſet before you, looking unto Jeſus, the 
author and finiſher of your faith, Let not your hearts be 
diſcouraged becauſe of the way. You may meet with trials 
and diffculties, but your Lord will be with you under 
them all. You ſhall find that his yoke is eaſy, and his 
burden is light. He will aſſiſt in every duty, defend in 
every danger, ſupport under every burden, and bring 
all your concerns to an happy iſſue. His love will make 
it no hardſhip to do his will, nor even to ſuffer it. 
Aiction for the preſent is not joyous but grievous, never- 
theleſs it afterayards yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteou/- 
neſs to them that are exerciſed «therewith, It is through 
much tribulation you muſt enter the kingdom, but Jeſus waits 
for you there, and will ſoon give you an abundant en- 
trance into the joy of your Lord. * | 

But I am now led by an eaſy tranſition, to the ſecond 
branch of my ſubject, wiz. 


II. To ſhew, that in a ſubordinate manner, theſe 
words may be applied to the death of a Believer; and 
| | 1 to 
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to exemplify ſuch an application, in the caſe of our dear 
2 (x fury PP i 


Though believers are delivered from the curſe of the 
law through the croſs of Chriſt, they are not exerhpted 
from ſufferings in the preſent life. Though they 
heartily abjure all dependance on their own righteouſneſs, 
they are not therefore abandoned to ſloth and fin, but 
are concerned to act for God. Yet herein they are ex- 
poſed to much oppoſition from Satan and the world, 
and what is far worſe, from the remaining depravity of 

their own hearts, which occaſions their being engaged 
in a continual conflict. Nevertheleſs, though ſin dwells 
within them, and they cannot do the things that they 
«vould, never ſhall ſin effect what it luſts after, for the 
Spirit of Chrift dwelleth in them, under whoſe influence 
they are excited to mortify the deeds of the body of ſin, and 
to preſs forward toward perfect conformity to their 
blefſed Lord : and ere long they ſhall obtain their wiſh; 
forrow and fighing ſhall flee away, their TRoUBLEs ſhall 
come to an end; their inward conFL1ct ſhall be ter- 
minated by perfect victory; their Race ſhall be ended, 


and the prize poſleſt ; the ayyLICaTION OF REDEMP- 
T10N ſhall be completed; and they, dying in the Lord, 
ſhall ref from their 1 4B0URS, and their works ſhall follow 


them, On theſe accounts the hy 


ing believer may adopt 
his Lord's words, and through faith in him, may imitate 
his triumph, and ſay, It is finiſhed. 


But the example before us will beſt illuſtrate this part 
of the ſubject. To the praiſe of the great Captain of his 
Salvation, I would ſay it, (and I have no fear of any 

| preſent being able, or inclined, to contradict me,) that 
Servant of Chriſt, who.has juſt finiſhed his courſe with 
joy, might well apply the language of the text to his own 
caſe: and for us thus to apply it, may tend both to com- 
fort thoſe who are the deepeſt mourners for his re- 
moval, and to excite them and others, to be followers 
of him, as he was of Chriſt, 


It is finiſhed! The whole sERIES oF TRIALS which 
he was called to endure, is now finiſhed. All who _ 
muc 


_— * on. * — 


( 29 ) 
much acquaintance with this excellent man, are aware 


that the Lord called him to go through many ſufferings 
and ſorrows. At his firſt converſion to God, he met 


with much oppoſition outwardly, and was exerciſed 
with many fears within his own breaft. When he en- 
-tertd into the miniſtry, and came firſt to this place, he 
endured a great fight of afflictions; himſelf and his people 


were made a gazing ſtock, both by reproaches and affliftions ; 
being for a conſiderable time deprived, by wicked cun- 
ning and violence, of that proviſion, which the liberality 
of his predeceſſor had a, toward the ſupport of the 
goſpel miniſtry in this village; and for ſome time they 
were lock'd out of their own place of worſhip ; while 
the Paſtor and his family were greatly pinch'd with 
want, and for a long time experienced ſuch difficulties 
as would have made any man flee from his ſtation, who. 
did not care exceedingly for the flock committed to his 
charge. Thus he had been enured to trouble from his 
youth. And in ſucceeding years he met with many 


other trials, ſome of them ſingularly ſevere, but the 


Lord was with him. He was perſuaded that they were 
all allotted to him by infinite wiſdom, rectitude and 
love. He was greatly refined in the furnace; and thoſe 
who had moſt acceſs to obſerve him, when the Fre 
burnt hotteſt around him, could perceive plain evidence 
that he muſt have had for his companion no leſs a 
perſon than the Son of God. Hence he endured as 


ſeeing him that is inviſible. When ſufferings moſt 


abounded, it was uſual with him to find the conſolations 
of Chriſt abound proportionably. I remember ſeeing 
a letter of his, reſpecting one of his heavy trials, which 
he ſaid, he had thought at times, would break his 
heart: But,“ added he, « what can break what God 


- binds? I am now calm,” &c. * Thus the Lord led 


him, as it were, through fire and through water, but he 
brought him out into a wealthy place, much enriched in 
the experimental knowledge both of his own heart, and 
of the divine power and wiſdom, love and faithfulneſs. 
Nor can we doubt but one great end of his afflictions 
was for the conſolation and * of others, eſpecially 
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of the people committed to his care, that he might be 
able to comfort them who were in any trouble, by the comfort 
ewherewith he himſelf was comforted of G. For this 
end he was afflited, but not for ever. His afflictions 
are now finiſhed, and the days of his mourming completely 
ended. He will feel no more pain or ſickneſs, no more 
vexations, anxieties, bereavements, nor any kind -of 
trouble for ever. All is brought to an happy iſſue. 
God has been glorified in him and by him, and at 
length he who guided him all the way by his counſel, hath 
received him into glory.—Thus ſhall it be at laſt with 
every true believer. You may all expect tribulation in 
the world; but he that hath loved you and given him- 
ſelf for you, will be a very preſent help in every time of 
need. He performeth the thing that he hath appointed for 
you, and many ſuch things are with him. In conducting 
many ſons to glory, he hath uſually led them a different 
road from what they expected, thro' various difficulties 
and dangers, but they have found it a right way to a 
City of habitation. He so leads his — 4 as to make 
unto himſelf a glorious name. And if God be but glorified, 
ſhall a ſaint be diſſatisfied? Let him chuſe our path, 
rovided he will be with us; whether it be rough or 
ooth, the way of the Lord ſhall be frength to the up- 
right. How light are the heawieft afflictions when com- 
pared with the demerit of a ſinner; with the miſeries 
from which we are redeemed ; with the ſufferings of our 
ſurety ; or with the felicity of heaven: and how Hort 
are the longeſt ſufferings of time, compared with things 
eternal! Well might Paul reckon that the ſufferings of 
the preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that ſhall be revealed. What animation ſhould we re- 
ceive from his faithful aſſurance, that our preſent /ight 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Take courage, 
my afflited brethren, and tear not to follow thoſe who 
were led through great tribulation, and have waſhed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and ſerve him day 
and night in his temple. and he that fitteth on the throne 


ſhall 
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ſhall dwell among them. They ſhall hunger no more, neither 
thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun light on them, nor any 
beat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne 
ſhall feed them, and fhall lead them unto living fountains 
of water, and God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 
es. | 
: 1t is finiſhed, may the dying Believer ſay, not only 
with regard to af/i4ion, but with reference to his 1Nn- 
WARD CONFLICT with in-dwelling fin, and temptation. 
The true ſaint bears a greater antipathy to moral evil, 
than to any kind of natural evil. It would be but an 
ignoble motive to reconcile the Believer to death, barely 
to refle& that he would 'then be free from all neceflity 
of bearing the croſs. Our dear brother conſidered fin 
as his worſt burden, and perfect freedom from it as 
the greateſt deliverance. He was one that rhoroughly 
engaged in this ſpiritual warfare himſelf, and could 
therefore well deſcribe. the feelings of a Chriſtian 
Soldier. In the name of the Lord he fought valiantly, 
and gained many a battle over the power of the enemy. 
But now he has quite overcome. The war is finaily 
ended. He has fought that good fight, and is gone to 
receive the vitor's crown. He has joined the company 
of them, who are deſcribed like triumphant conquerors, 
as having palms in their hands, They all overcame by 
the blood of the Lamb, and thus he hoped to overcome, 
and we doubt not has obtained his full deſire. In the 
ſufferings of the Redeemer chiefly, do all Believers ſee 
the evil of ſin. Nothing ſo ſets them againſt fin as the 
ſight of the croſs. From this ſource they draw the 
ſtrongeſt motives, and derive the ſweeteſt encourage- 
ments to reſiſt with ſtedfaſtneſs every temptation, and 
eſpecially to oppoſe thoſe fins that have been uſed moſt 
eaſily to beſet them. The glorious exhibition of divige 
love made in the death of Jeſus, conſtrains them to 
oppoſe all thoſe affections and paſſions which are not 
abſolutely conformable to ſupreme love to God, and 
perfect benevolence to their fellow-creatures. Nothing 
occaſions them ſo much grief as the remains of a 
flfiſh, diſobedient you The law of fin working in 
2 0 their 
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their members, in oppoſition to the law of God, pre- 
vents their doing the things that they would; and often 
makes them exclaim of their wretchedneſs. So Paul, 
who was frequently 3 to wearineſs, painfulneſi, 
ewatchings, hungerings, thirſtings, cold, nakedneſs, bonds, 
impriſonment, ſtripes, and perils, or imminent apprehen- 
ſions of death, could bear all theſe natural evils, with- 
out any ſuch complaint as that which was wrung from 
him by in-dwelling fin. O wretched man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver ne? This is the chief burden of every 
child of God, but Death ſets the Believer free, not 
only from fin, but from every, temptation to ſin. In 
the heavenly world perfect love has caſt out every tor- 
menting agprehenſion, and irregular deſire. Every 
ſinful emotion is entirely ſuppreſt, and they ſhall neither 
feel any inward tendency, norany temptation from with- 
out, to excite the leaſt degree of any inordinate affec- 
tion or bitter paſſion for ever. No ſuch thing ſhall 
agitate their happy minds, or diſturb their tranquil 
boſoms to eternity.—Dear brethren, who are the fol- 
lowers of that noble and victorious army, let me exhort 
you now to maintain the conflict in the name of Jeſus. 
Should you either remit your diligence, and lay down 
your arms, or engage in the combat in your own 
ſtrength, your foes will get a ſad — againſt you. 
The war,will laſt as long as life laſts. Having drawn 
the ſword, you muſt throw away the ſcabbard. But 
be of good courage, be ftrong in the Lord, and in the 
fower of his might. Take unto you the whole armour of 
God, &c. And then remember the war is of God. 
Victory awaits you. Greater is he that is in you than he 
that is in the world, who will bruiſe Satan under your feet 

ſoortly. | 
Ounce more, I would apply theſe words to the 
CuRISTIAN Rack, as the Apoſtle terms it. I have 
fought the good fight, I have bee my Courſe, ſaid Paul. 
And in this ſenſe might our dear Friend ſay, 1. — 
His religion did not conſiſt in mere abſtinence from po- 
ſitiye evils, he ardently panted after 'pofative perfection. 
The ſatisfaction, we have room to believe, he generally 
| . | | enjoyed, 


. 
enjoyed, 2 his ſafety; and the high eſteem he 


was held in by his brethren, did not content him. H: 
ſought not Glory of Men, nor did he merely regard 
r He ardently —_ after perfect 
conformity to Chriſt, That was the Mag at which he 
aimed, and toward which he earneſtly preſſed, imitating 
Paul, who followed after, to apprehend that for which he 
was apprehended of Chriſt 2. us, And he has now 
reached the mark, and poſſeſſes the PR IZB of the high 
calling of God, even the full enjoyment of Chrift in Glory. 
Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded. 
All thoſe who are the ſubjects of godly ſincerity, are 
erfect in one ſenſe, they have a perfection of Parts, 
though not of Degrees. They love univerſal holineſs, 
and they long for abſolute perfection, nor can they be 
ſatisfied till they attain it. Then ſhall I be ſatisfied when 
T awake in thy likeneſs, was the language of an ancient 
faint. And one of the moſt eminent Chriſtians in mo- 
dern times, after quoting another paſſage from the ſame 
inſpired writer, Whom have I in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that I defire beſides this bleſſed por- 
tion,” goes on in a ſimilar ſtrain, © O, I feel it is hea- 
« yen to pleaſe him, and to be juſt what he would have 
« me to be! O that my ſoul were holy, as he is holy / 
« O that it were pure, even as Chriſt is pure; and perfect 
« as my Father in heaven is perfect! * Theſe,” ſaid he, 
I feel, are the ſweeteſt commands in God's book, 
% comprizing all others.” Such breathings, in pro- 
rtion as grace prevails, are natural to every pious ſoul. 
The heaven a true ſaint longs for, conſiſts principally 
in being /ike Chri/t, and in ſeeing him as he is, While 
here, he can only view his Lord obſcurely, as in a mir- 
ror, but that ſight, though imperfect, has a bleſſed 
efficacy to _ him gradually into the ſame image; and 
e 


when he ſhall ſee him face zo face, the glorious trans- 
formation ſhall be perfected. * 
E Then 


* The excellent David BAINERD, whoſe words I referred to 
a few lines above, when he was dying, ſaid, * My beawen is to pleaſe 


« God, and to glorify Him, and to give all to Him, and — 8 
who 
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Then may it be ſaid, Ir is finiſhed: as the ayPLICATION 
OF REDEMPTION to the Soul is complete. We have 
- conſidered death as finiſhing the Believer's trialt and 
conflicts, and as being the end of his race; but we muſt 
enquire, What ſupported him under all his burdens? 
Who gave him the victory over all his ſpiritual enemies? 
Who kept him from apoſtacy, and enabled him to hold 
on his way? Could you aſk the ſaints in glory, they 
would unite in ſaying, not unto us, not unto us, but to the 
name of our Lord give the glory. His mercy and his 
faithfulneſs muſt have all the praiſe. They would make 
an acknowledgment ſimilar to that of Iſrael reſpecting 
the earthly Canaan, they got not the land in poſſeſſion 3 
own fevord, neither did their own arm ſave them: but thy 
right hand and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, 
becauſe thou hadſt a favour to them. —You, my beloved, 
-well know that our dear departed Friend abhorred the 
idea of making the doctrine of Divine Influencean excuſe 
for ſin and ſloth: he had no notion that it rendered ex- 
hortations to the regenerate or the unregenerate, needleſs 
and abſurd: but you can all atteſt, that he was ever 
careful to ſecure the whole praiſe of our ſanctification 
to the HoLy Seir1T.—While he ſcrupled not to give 
full ſcope to the apoſtolic exhortation, work out your 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling ; he moſt cordially 
loved and zealouſly defended, that humbling and en- 
couraging doctrine which Paul connects with it, that, 
I is Cod who worketh in you, both to cuill and to do of his 
good pleaſure, Theſe are things which God hath joined 
| | together, 


„ wholly devoted to His glory; that is the heaven I long for ; that 
« is my religion, and that is my happineſs, and always was ever ſince 
„I ſuppoſe I had any true religion; and all thoſe who are of that 
« religion, ſhall meet me in heaven. I long to be in heaven, 
„ praiſing and glorifying God, with the holy angels: all my deſire 
« is to glorify . -The account of the life of this zealous and 
indefatigable Servant of Chriſt, publiſhed by Preſident EpwaxDs, 
was warmly recommended in the Circular Letters for 1780, and 
1781, upon Repentance and Faith, drawn up by Mr. HALT. The 
Author of this Sermon conceives he never met with any human 
compoſure, more ſuited to illuſtrate and promote pure and undefiled 
religion. : 
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together, and which no man ought to put aſunder.— 
This judicious Servant of Chriſt, was convinced, that 
nothing ſpiritually good can be found in the human 
heart, but as the effect ofregenerating grace. He was well 
aware indeed, that Regeneration does not imply that 
new natural powers are imparted to the ſoul; a man is 
poſſeſſed of the ſame natural faculties before regenera- 
tion as afterwards, and is equally accountable to God 
for the uſe of them: but the depravityof a ſinner's native 

diſpoſition will certainly lead him to abuſe and miſappl 
them ; fin has the entire dominion of the heart, w >< 
is conſequently dead to God and holineſs, and will ever 
remain ſo, unleſs God quickens the foul which was dead 
. #n treſpaſſes and fins. Before this divine life is imparted, 
the mind of a finner is active, and may be active about 
God and Religion, but it is active again/t him; it is 
always directly, or indirectl y, GE to Gos, till the 
bias of the ſoul is changed by the immediate agency of 
the bleſſed Spirit. But when once turned to , the 
ſoul begins to a for him; though ſtill needing continual 
influence from above, to excite and ſtrengthen every 
right emotion of heart, and to aſſiſt in every holy action. 
— Though your dear Paſtor readily allowed that the 
operations of the Horry Srixrr, are not, the ſource or 
ground of our obligations to be of a right ſpirit, or to 
holy in all mariner of converſation; he ever main- - 
tained, that they are the only original cauſe of the ſin- 
ner's becoming of a right ſpirit, and the conſtant ſource 
of holy affections, and of every good word and work. 
So that the praiſe not only of a ſinner's firſt Converſion, 
but of his progreſſive Sanctification and Perſeverance in 
Grace, is due to God alone.—Such was the doctrine ever 
taught by our dear brother. And with theſeſentiments, 
his own avowed experience accorded. Theſe holy in- 
fluences from on high, we have room to believe he had 
largely received, and now their bleſſed effect is com- 
pleted, It is finiſhed, the veſſel is quite prepared for 
glory, and is taken to the heavenly manſions, where it 
all be filled with all the fulneſs of God. He that qwroughx 
and faſhioned it for this /elf-/ame end, was God, who gave 
Unto 


4 36 ) 


unto him the aarneft of his Spirit. —Beloved, let us pray 
more ardently that we may be faſhioned and poliſhed by 
the Spirit of grace, and fitted for the like honourable 
uſe. All the veſſels of mercy that are now filled with 
glory, were once as empty as you are; and were formed 
of the ſame vile materials. The grace of our Lord Feſus 
is exceeding abundant: and it is amply ſufficient for you. 
May you daily live on his fulneſs, and receive thence 
grace for grace. Let them who really long to have this 
work advance, confide in him who 1s the author and 
finiſher of faith, He will perfect that which concerneth 
you: he will not for/ake the work of his own hands. Yet 
A little while, and grace ſhall be crowned with glory,— 
Our dear brother is now affociated with the ſpirits of the 
Juft made perfect, who are perfectly freed from trouble; 
perfectly delivered from fin and temptation; and made 
rfect in poſitive holineſs, in love to God and to all 
holy intelligences; and are now only waiting for the 
number of the elect to be accompliſhed, and for the 
Adoption, or the Redemption of the Body. For this future 
addition to their happineſs, they wait without any de- 
gree of impatience; willing the only wiſe Governor of 
the Univerſe ſhould take his own time, with reſpe& to 
all the remaining buſineſs of the world: having with 
them a ſample of what they are to be, in the glorified 
bodies of Enoch and Elijah, (if not of more ſaints who 
roſe with Jeſus,) and above all, in the glorified body of 
their REDeEBMER. es, my brethren, though the 
bodies of the Saints are now deſtitute of any marks of 
Sonſpip; are as liable in Life, to be afflicted with diſeaſe, 
or injured with calamitous accidents, as thoſe of the 
vileſt ſinners; and at Death are as corruptible, and need 
as much to be buried out of our ſight ;. yet, them that 
fleep in Feſus, ſhall God bring with bim; who ſhall alſo 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able 
even to ſubdue all things unto Himſelf, Then that body of 
your dear Miniſter, - which is this afternoon, to be /own 
in corruption, ſhall be raiſed in incorruption ; though ſown 
in diſhonour, it ſhall be raiſed in glary ; though ſown in 
weakneſs, 


1 | 
aveakneſs, it ſhall be rai/ed in power ; though ſown a na- 
tural body, it ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual body. For the 
trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible, 
and the ſaints that ſhall be alive at the laſt day, ſhall ex- 
perience a ſimilar change. For this corruptible muſt put 
on incorruption, and this mortal put on immortality; and then 


Sall be brought to paſs the ſaying that is written, DEATH 18$ 
9YALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 


Thus the language of the text is applicable, to our 
dear deceaſed Friend, and to others who have fallen 
aſleep in Jeſus. Their 1RIA LS, and their conFLICTS. 
are finiſhed ; their course is finiſhed; and the work 
of SANCTIFICATION, which was begun and carried on 
in their ſouls, by the Divine SPIRIT, is now finiſhed. — 
Theſe conſiderations ſhould ſurely Je our ſorrowing 
for ſuch happy 222 as thoſe that have no hope. 
They have gained far more than they have loſt, by their 
departure from this world. We are apt to ſpeak of their 
removal in accents of lamentation. But «ve are the 
poor creatures, that are left behind, expoſed to ſufferings 
and ſorrows, temptations and ſins ; full of imperfections 
and inconſiſtences, of ſinful exceſſes and defe4s; our 
very beſt experiences greatly.mixed with that which isofan 
oppoſite nature; and ſeldom bearing a due proportion in 
one part to another : while they that are before the 
throne, are freed from error and miſtake, from anxiety 
and fear, and are making everlaſting and inconceivably 
rapid progreſs, in poſitive knowledge, holineſs, and joy. 


But the particulars already mentioned reſpecting them 
that ſleep in Jeſus, have been ſuch, that chiefly relate 
to themſelve: as individuals. It is proper to add one 


more, which will principally concern ourſelves who 


This exclamation, It is finiſhed! ſhould ſtrike our 
minds with peculiar force, when God removes ſuch 
from among us, who, like our dear brother, were long 
employed for our good. All the work in which this 
departed Servant of Chriſt was employed on earth, is 
now at an end, His /abours for the good of others are now 


finiſhed. 
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1 
fmiſhed.—That he was a true labourer for Gov, his 
fellow-labourers can atteſt: and the Church, fo long 
committed to his care, can witneſs the ſame. He was 
one of them that are valiant for the truth; who endea- 
youred earneſtly to inveſtigate it, and diligently to pro- 
pagate it. God gave him a mind naturally penetrating, 
and judicious ; and a taſte which exceedingly reliſhed the 
doctrines of grace. They were the meat and drink 
which fed his own ſpiritual appetite, and wherewith he 
richly fed thoſe who hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs. He was well ſkilled to defend 2 rin- 
Ciples, and very zealous to oppoſe error, but without 
bitterneſs to the perſons of them that he oppoſed. —He 
took peculiar delight in doing good to young miniſters, 
being ready to encourage them, and aſſiſt them in their 
enquiries after truth, without aſſuming any dictatorial 
airs, even among his younger brethren. We uſed only 
to regret that his exceſs of modeſty and tenderneſs, made 
him ſometimes leſs free in pointing out our faults, and 
in giving us counſel, than we could have wiſhed. But, 
alas! he is removed from us this day ! We ſhall ſee his 
face no more at our annual aſſociations, or at the leſſer 
meetings of miniſters ! We ſhall hear his voice no more! 
O my Father ! my Father ] how great a ſhare of the pru- 
dence, and wiſdom, and piety, and zeal, which once 


bleſt our aſſociate connection, is removed from us by 
thy deceaſe ! | | 


But what muſt now be done, my honoured brethren, 
by us who are preſent, . and by others that are 
united with us in the work of the Lord, who could not 
receive information in time to meet with us on this 
mournful occaſion ? Muſt we give up the cauſe of God? 
or become remiſs in our endeavours to ſpread the know - 
ledge of his goſpel? God forbid. The Lox b ſtill lives! 
and with him is the reſidue of the S IX IT. JF any man 
lack wiſdom, (and who can need it ſo much as miniſ- 
ters!) let him aſk of God, who giveth liberally unto all 
men, and upbraideth not, and it ſpall be given him. May 
we look continually, to that glorious Redeemer, who 
finiſhed the Purchaſe of our ſalvation on the croſs, for the 
ent 
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fulfilment of his — declaration, Lo I am wirn 
you ALWAYS. May we be animated in our work, by the 
divine faithfulneſs, manifeſted to this our beloved fellow- 
ſervant, which ſupported him in all his labours and tri- 
bulations. May we imitate his fidelity, diligence, hu- 
mility, and zeal. May we copy his example, in main- 
taining to our uttermoſt, the honour of the eternal 
Jehovah, both as the righteous Lawgiver of the world, 
and as the God of all grace.— And above all, may we 
earneſtly implore More of that unction of the Hol r 
Se1R1T, with which he was favoured in ſo conſiderable 
a degree, that we may prize and enjoy the bleſſings of the 
goſpel; and may exemplify its holy tendency in our 
own temper and deportment; as well as be aſſiſted to 
addreſs our hearers in the moſt pertinent and advan- 
tageous manner. Let us ever remember that important 
truth, which an eminent Servant of Chriſt thus expreſſed 
on his death- bed: When miniſters feel theſe ſpecial 
« gracious influences on their hearts, it wonderfully 
* aſſiſts them to come at the conſciences of men, and 
« as it were to handle them with their hands ; whereas 
« without them, whatever reaſon and oratory we may 
« make uſe of, we do but make uſe of fumps inſtead of 
* hands.” Let us labour to make full proof of our mi- 
niſtry, and work while it is day: the night cometh when no 
man can work, Our dear brother's day is ended. Laſt 
Lord's Day he was at his work, and ſome thought he 
was as active and vigorous as they had ſeen him for theſe 
ten years: but that night his work was finiſhed. Nor 
can we tell how ſoon ours will end. Certainly the 
day is far ſpent with moſt of us, we need lay ourſelves 
out for God while we are able. The Lord quicken and 
ſtrengthen us all, and grant that when the chief Shepherd 


ſhall appear, we may receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away, | 


Seven and thirty years did your late Paſtor labour for 
the welfare of the Church at Arnſdy. God owned his 


labours greatly, and made you to flouriſh under his care. 
I cannot enter fully into the excellencies of his character 


and miniſtry ; your own hearts and conſciences can re- 
mind 
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mind you of more than I have now time to delineate. 7: 7s 
now fini/ped, but I believe by many his labour of love will 
never be forgot. I know he was dear to you, as you alſo 

were to himin the bowels of Chriſt Jeſus. Bleſs God, dear 
brethren, that he was continued ſo long to you, and 
made ſo great a bleſſing. You well remember how much 
he laboured for the good of ſouls ; preaching the goſpel 
of the grace of God, both in this place, and as long as 

he was able, for many miles round, in the adjacent vil- 
lages. And I rejoice to find, that of late years, ſince 

he was diſabled, by bodily affliction, from riding out to 
other places, the inhabitants of his own village have 
been ſtirred up more and more to attend on his miniſtry, 
which they formerly had greatly neglected. But now 

all is over! He can neither carry the glad ridings from 

4 heaven home to you, nor can you hear them from him 
| at Arnſby any more. I hope, however, God and the 
goſpel may ſtill be found here. It will be an hard thing 
to find another man like-minded. Yet he that gave 
him all his talents and graces, can furniſh another with 
ſimilar qualifications. To him may you earneſtly ſeek 
by prayer and ſupplications. Remember how your late 
dear Paſtor laboured to inſtruct the ignorant, to warn 
i the unruly, to comfort the feeble-minded, and to ſup- 
port the weak ; and how he exhorted and charged you all, 
as a father doth his children, that ye ſhould walk worthy of 
God, who hath called you to his kingdom and glory. Now 
watch over one another, eſpecially while you are deſtitute 
of an overſeer in the Lord. You have had a judicious 
miniſter, and it is generally hoped you will ſhew your- 
ſelves a judicious people. Diſgrace not yourſelves now. 
Many eyes will be upon you; but act eſpecially as under 
the watchful, penetrating, and gracious eye of God. If 
any people may be * — to conduct themſelves wiſely 
without a miniſter, ſurely it muſt be they that were 
brought up for ſo long a time, under ſo wiſe and faith- 
ful a man of God. Keep cloſe together, and abound 
in, prayer with and for one another. If any one who 
| lives at a diſtance ſhould think it lawful to remove his 
, communion to a nearer church, now his ſpiritual father 
is 


is removed, ſurely ought not to do it till you ſee 
Arnſby well ſupplied with a new Paſtor. Let every one 
remember in chuſing a Miniſter, that he is to chuſe 
not merely for himſelf as an individual, but for the 
good of the whole Society. Be concerned for the 
welfare of the whole body. Keep u —_— carefully 
at this time. Strengthen the hands of the Deacons in 
this work, and let not the next Paſtor have a load of 
rudbiſh to remove, before he can begin to build up the 
houſe of God among you. I hope no one member will 
walk diſorderly, but if he does, let him beadmoniſhed, 
firſt privately, if the caſe will admit of privacy ; and 
then before all the Church ; -or if excluſion ſhould in 
any caſe be neceſſary, do not defer it for%a new Miniſ- 
ter to begin with that painful buſineſs. ” | 


Let all that were accuſtomed to attend on the miniſ- 
try of our deceaſed friend, remember that tho? bis work 
is finiſhed, your's is not. Nor have yon done with what 
he wrought amongſt you. You muſt give an account 
of all you received and heard from him. My dear 
hearers, if that Goſpel which you received from his 
mouth was never cordially embraced and if you ſtill con- 
tinue to reje it, how will his ſermons, prayers, and 
tears riſe up in judgment againſt you. 


I have once more to add, It is finiſhed /—But I know 
not how to proceed, —His unremitted labours for the 
— of his own dear family,. —of his beloved yoke-fel- 
ow, and all his children are finiſhed. His inſtructions, 
whether by word of mouth, or by letter, will be repeat- 
ed no more! His prayers are ended, which were for ſo 
many years offered up for their welfare. This place 
that knew him ſo long, will now know him no more.— 
I am not able to addreſs myſelf to the relations. I can 
only exhort you, all my friends, to join with me in pray- 
ing for them. Shew your love to the Huſband by pray- 
ing for the Widow ! Shew your love to the Father 
praying for the Children! Pray eſpecially for that Son 
who gave himſelf up to this church, and was received 
into your communion _ yet a child, and who by 

you 


* 
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your advice and encouragement, gave up himſelf in very 
early youth to the work of the Lord. Pray that a dou- 


ble portion of the ſpirit which reſted on his Father, m 


reſt upon him, and make him according to our m 


ſanguine hopes, and his Father's unnumbered prayers, a 


bleſſing to the church of Chriſt for many years to come. 


Pray: forall the: family, not merely at this time, but fre- 

uently,. and for a long time to come. May God be 
the patron of this diſconſolate Widow. May he ſay to 
her, Thy maker is thy huſband. May he be the father of 


| theſe fatherleſs children. I doubt not but he is fo te 


ſome of them. If—O—if there be any that know 
not yet their parent's, God,—may ſuch from this 
day cry unto him, Thou O Jebovab, art my Father, the 
Guide of my youth. The greateſt inſtrument of good 
that ever Providence granted to you is removed, but m 
dear friends, the care of divine goodneſs, ſhall, I truſt, 
{till be extended to you ; till the work of grace inyour 
ſouls being finiſhed, you ſhall be releaſed from all trials, 
freed from all ſin, and meet again with him, whoſe re- 
moval we now deplore, in the kingdom of God. 


For that bleſſed iſſue of the events of time, reſpecting 
this dear family, and the whole congregation now pre- 
ſent, may we all unite in earneſt prayer; —and then we 
muſt follow the remains of our beloved and honoured. 
Friend to the grave. 


83 { 43 ) 


The ORATION delivered at the Grave. 


Dean FIA bs, | 


OU have often aſſembled with pleaſure,” in com- 

any with your beloved friend, and faithful paſtor; 

but that pleaſure is over, and you are now met together 

with very different feelings, to take your laſt farewell of 
his remains ! | | | 

What can I ſay to you, or wherewith ſhall I comfort 

you? The diſſolvig of the union between near relations, 


and the breaking up of long and intimate connexions 


are matters that muſt needs affect us. That providence 
which at one ſtroke ſeparates a huſband from his wife, 


a father from his children, a paſtor from his people, aud 


a great, and greatly beloved man of God from all his 
connexions, cannot do other than make us feel. In- 


deed we are allowed to feel, on ſuch occaſions, in mode- 


tion; at the grave of his friend Lazarus, e/us wept, | 

But ſhoula we exceed the bounds of moderation, 
ſhould our mourning under the hand of God border up- 
on murmuring againſt it, or thinking hard of it, there 
are many conſiderations that might be urged to allevi- 
ate our grief; ſo many indeed, that under the heavieſt 
afflictions of the preſent ſtate we may well weep as tho” 
we wept not | | 


In this inſtance we may not only comfort ourſelves 
with the conſideration that it is the common lot of men, 
the greateſt and the beſt as well as others, and „ 
no more than might be expected; but with what affords 
EY on ſatis faction, that this lot is a and 
ſubſtantial advantage to our dear deceaſed brother. 
There is a - even in the very pain that we feel for 
thoſe who die in the Lord. Our Redeemer has walked 
the road before us; and by ſo doing has aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light. Where the 

E 2 ſting 
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ſting of death is extracted, there is little elſe but the 
name, the ſhadow of death, to encounter; and the proſ- 
Pect of a glorious reſurrection to eternal life, more than 
annihilates even that. Your huſband, your father, 
your paſtor is not dead, but ſleepeth; and his redeemer 
will come ere long that he may awake him. 3 
Nor is this all, he lives already amongſt the ſpirits of 
the juſt made perfect. Though the earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle is diſſolvsd, yet the inhabitant is not 
turned out, as it were, naked and deſtitute ; but has a 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. It 
was that which reduced the Apoſtle to 4 2 betauixt 
tauo, having a deſire on the one hand to be profitable 
to the church of God, and on the other to depart, and 
be with Chriſt, which fo far as-concerned himſelf, was 
far better. Could we but be governed by faith inſtead 
of ſenſe, we ſhould rejoice even while we mourned, 
What our Lord faid to his apoſtles, might be ſaid by 
his faithful followers to their — friends, 1f ye lau- 
ed me ye Wwouid rejoice, becauſe I ſaid I go to the Father ; 
and the reaſon which he alledged, for my Father is grea- 
ter than I- that is, the glory and happineſs which m 
Father poſſefſes, and which I go to freſs with him, fs 
greater than any thing I can here enfoy—would alſo ap- 
ply to them. To be with our Father above is much 
greater and better than to be here. 


Such conſiderations as theſe may moderate our grief, 
and reconcile us to the will of God : but this is not all, 
there are other things that require our attention. As 
the aged and the honourable are called off the ſtage, there 
is the more to be done by us who are left behind. God 
hath ſaid to this his ſervant, as he ſaid to the prophet Dan- 
jel, Go thou thy way; let another, as if he had ſaid, come 
and take thy place, and acquit himſelf as well as thou 
haſt done! Our venerable deceaſed father had embark- 
ed for life, and ſo have we; he has finiſhed his courſe, 
"but we have yet to finiſh ours. We are apt to feel dif- 
couraged at the loſs of eminent men, and to think the 
intereſt of religion, in their particular connexions, muſt 


needs ſuffer, and it may be ſo ; but it may be of uſe to 
conſider 
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conſider that when Moſes died the Iſraelites were not to 


ſtand ſtill, but were commanded to go forward; and it is no 
ſmall conſolation that God's cauſe is ſtill in his own 


hands, The governnient is upon his ſhoulder. 

One thing more deſerves our ſerious attention— 
Though the relations before-mentioned are now extinct, 
vet what has taken place i thoſe relations is not. A 


great part of the actions of the preſent life are either 
. thoſe of parents to their children, or children to their 


arents, of huſbands to their. wives, or wives to their 
uſbands, of paſtors to their people, or people to their 


| paſtors ;. and theſe are matters that muſt all come over 


again. In this point of view relationſhip, though of 
but a few years duration, is of the utmoſt importance; 
it ſows as I may ſay, the ſeeds of eternity, and ſtamps 
an impreſſion that will never be effaced ! I 


Conſider, dear friends, the events of that relationſhip 
which is now diffolved. The various labours of your 
worthy paſtor will not be loſt, not even his more pri- 
vate inſtructions, prayers, and counſels in your families, 
or his own ; they will not return void, but accompliſh 
the end whereunto they were ſent: The great queſtion 
with you is, does that end include your Gration? Can 
you look back and bleſs God for the life which is now 
finiſhed, as having been a bleſſing to you ? Can you 
remember the ſermon, the viſit, the reproof, the warn- 
ing, the counſel, the free converſation, from whence you 
began to ery, My Father thou art the guideof my youth? Or has 
this valuable life, which thouſands have acknowledged 
as a public bleſſing, been nothing to you? You have 
heard him, and have talked with him, and have witneſl- 
ed the general tenor of his life, how holily, how juſtly, 
and unblameably he behaved himſelf amongſt you, and 
is all of no account ? Is the harveſt paſt, and the ſum- 
mer ended, and are you not faved ? Alas ! if this ſhould 
be the caſe with any of you in this congregation, (and 
tis well if it is not) you may never have ſuch opportu- 
nities again, and if you ſhould periſh at laſt, the loſs of 
your ſouls will be greater, and attended with more ag- 

| gravating 


8 


; grovatin circumſtances, than that of many others. 
Ole 


Bethſaida and Chorazin who rejected or neg- 
lected the goſpel, were in a worſe ſituation than even 
the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. When the 
books come to be opened at the t day, they will con- 
tain a long and dark liſt of 1 3 ab- 
uſed * deſpiſed counſels, and forgotten warn- 
ings g | | 

Dear friends, call to remembrance the labours of your 
miniſter, and pray to the Lord that none of theſe things 
may come upon you. If any of you have been deaf to 
the various calls of God during his life, yet hear this 
one which is addreſſed to you by his death ! If the ſeed 
which this dear ſervant of God has been ſowirſg for near 
forty years amongſt you, ſhould yet ſpring up; if to a 
future and happy paſtor of this church, it ſhould be ſaid 
in the language of Chriſt to his Apoſtles, Another has 
laboured, and you have entered into his labours, it would 
afford us no ſmall pleaſure, pleaſure that would ſerve 
to counterbalance the ainful providence with which 
at this time we are alied. 


APPENDIX. 


T has been thought very deſirable by many, that I 
ſhould annex to the preceding Diſcourſe, ſome Ac- 
count of the firſt riſe of the Church at Ae, and of 
their ſucceſſive Paſtors, —_— of their of beloved 
Miniſter, with a ſketch of his racer : But I fear I 
ſhall not be able to give the lovers of Church-Hifory, 
and thoſe who revere the memory of my late dear Friend, 
fo much gratification as I could wiſh. That part which 
being the moſt recent, might be ſuppoſed the eaſteſt to 
be chained, and which would have been the moſt va. 
tued by the acquaintance of the deceaſed, will prove 
more imperfe& than I expected. I had often urged it 
with much earneſtneſs as my requeſt, that dear Mr. 
HALL would leave in writing, a full account of the me- 
morable dealings of God with him, both in a way of 
Providence and Grace. But his great modeſty and hu- 
mility made him very backwardevento relate to his moſt 
intimate friends, ſome of the moſt extraordinary occurren- 
ces of his life, and it was but ſeldom we could induce 
him to talk freely on theſe ſubjects; for he abhorred the 
very appearance of oſtentation, or of holding up himſelf 
to view, as a fin favourite of heaven, above other 
Chriſtians. Perhaps he carried his caution on this head 
to an extreme; but it was an error on the right ſide: 
and when we compare it with the vain-glorious boaſtings 
of ſome, who evidently aim to exalt Seh while they 
would be thought to exceed others in glorifying God and 
ree Grace; we cannot but efteem him the more highly, 
for the habitual difcovery of a contrary diſpoſition. Yet 
F was in hope of finding among his private papers, ſome 
larger narrative of his life, but have ſought for it in 
vain ; and could only procure a brief account both of 
the Church, and of him/elf, which he had drawn up at the 


requeſt 


requeſt of the Rev. Mr. Thomas of Leominſter, and which 
he ſent to him, thro? the hands of his intimate friend, 
and former neighbour, the Rev. Mr. Evans, once Paſ- 
tor of the ehurch at Foxten, who now reſides at North- 
ampton. This letter was dated May, 1786, and I have 
diligently compared, the former part of it with Mr. 
Winckles's Church - book, and thereby rectified a miſ- 
take or two in numbers and dates ; and to the latter 
part I have added a few extracts from ſome other pri- 
vate papers, and ſuch farther particulars as I could au- 
thenticate from accurate information ; but have omitted 
fome things truly intereſting, becauſe I have only ſo im- 
perfect a remembrance of their relation, as to be in 
danger of varying more or leſs from exact verity. 


The Members of the preſent Baptif Church at Arns- 


vr in Leiceſterſbire, are the ſucceſſors of a people firſt ga- 


thered by Mr. RICHARD FAME, who reſided at K- 
BY, a ſmall village northeaſt of Arnſby, almoſt two miles 
nearer Leiceſter, where the church then ſtatedly aſſem- 
bled. It is ſuppoſed to have been formed about 1667. 
Their worthy paſtor was continued with them about 
20 years, *till he was removed to reſt, in the reign of 


K. James II. about 1687, and was buried at Kilby. 


Mr. Farmer, as we are aſſured by Cro/by,* was a very 


- affeQtionate and acceptable preacher, who applied cloſe- 
ly to his ſtudies, with great ſucceſs. He was frequently 


invited to preach among the Independants, and lived in 
intimate friendſhip with ſome of their Miniſters. He 
and Mr. Adams, j another Baptiſt miniſter, were uſed to 
meet with two ejected miniſters of the Padobaprift perſua- 


. fion, Mr. Shuttlewood and Mr. Matthew Clark, and fre- 


quently kept days of prayer together at Mr, Weolaften's 
| at 


* Hiſtory of the Engliſh Baptiſts, iii. 118. 
T Ejected by the Black Bartholomew Act in 1662, from the Pariſh 
living at Humberſtone, in 8 he aſterwards reſided ſome 


time at Mountſorrel, where he frequently preached, and underwent 


many ſufferings, till he removed to London, and ſucceeded Mr. 
Daniel Dyke, in the care of the Church in Dewenſbire-Square, He is 
acknowledged by Dr. Calamy to have beci; a man of great integrity 


and piety . 


at Loefby. They often preached one for another, and * 
kept up a meetin 1 at Logſby- ball. — Mr. 
e 


Farmer had a ſmall eſtate to live upon, but ſuffered 
much thro? the violence of perſecution under K. Charles 
II.—Diſtreſs being made upon his goods, by virtue 


of a warrant from a juſtice of the peace, they took from 


him to the value of 110l. in one year. One of his in- 
formers threatened him very much, and boaſted at Hinck- 
ly market of what he had done againſt him; expreſſ- 
ing his hope, that before next Candlemaſs, (it being 
then Chri/tmas) he ſhould get his daughter a good por- 


tion by informing : But as he was riding home, over © 
a boggy place, where there was a little brook, his horſe *: 


threw him in, and he was drowned, in a leſs quantity of 
water than would cover his body. + 3 infor- 
mer who had once ſworn againit Mr. Farmer, had. Ri- 
tongue ſn after ſo ſwell'd in his mouth that ? 
being ſuppoſed to have taken a falſe 4 

7 n very a e circum- 
** — Fer lee th iniſters of their own original 
Rances, haxtr- Hznxr CoLEMANn, and Mr. BzNyAmiN 
Wincx:ss. Both of them attended the General Aſem- 
bly of Baptiſt Miniſters 2h. Meſſengers in London in 
1689; Mr. Coleman is the put firſt, and ſtiled paſtor; 
but in the following aſſembly 1692, Mr. Coleman only is 
ſet down in the liſt, and named miniſter. But about 
1694 a ſeperation took place, occaſioned by ſome ſmall 
difference in ſentiment, in the management of which, 
the laſt ſucceeding paſtors of both branches of the 
church, thought that too much imperfection and undue 
warmth was diſcovered on both ſides; which ſubject it 
is not deſirable now to inveſtigate. The minority who 
ſtill adhered to Mr. Coleman, withdrew and laid the 
foundation of that church which now meets at Foxton, 
but at the firſt divifion they met at Mow/ley. The ma- 


jor 


| + See a fimilar account of Charles Gibbons, a Leicefterſpire in- 


former, notorious for profanity and perſecution, in Palmer's non- 


con, mem. ii, 127. It is not improbable that this was the ame 


man. 


7 


. e 25 Jor part is ſaid to have taken ſides with Mr. Wincziz3s, 


. „tho it is not eaſy toaſcertain their exact number. 
= Mr. Wmcx:izs was born at Howthorpe in Northamp- 
1 tonſbire, a ſmall village, between Mar/ton-Trwfel in that 


& county, and Boſworth in Leiceſterſbire. He was not 
"> -originally a man of property; but lived ſervant, when a 
WE young man, with a conſiderable grazier at Howthorpe. 
. His maſter who was a man of a religious character, 
Wt. * E great confidence in his integrity, and was there- 
ore induced to employ him on a delicate occaſion, 
which terminated greatly in Mr. Winckles temporal 
advantage. Being acquainted with a pious rich widow 

+ who lived in the Ferns, he ſent his ſervant Benjamin Winc- 
Ales, who knew the lady too, to intimate to her his 
wger's intention of paying her a viſit as a ſuitor, if ſhe 

Fully, anerty. Ben executed his commiſſion very faith- 

was very cordially fęturn informed his maſter, chat he 
derſtood ſhe was at liberty, the lady, but, tho” he wm 

ſure his maſter, that. ſhe could by Mfired he = 6uld bie 
ſuit, and wiſhed him never to call upon that erraten 


maſter 


* Mr. Hall mentioned to Mr. Thomas a fignature of 46 names, 
17 men, 29 women, and ſaid he could not tell if theſe were all who 
.Joined Mr. W. at the firſt diviſion. No paper anſwering this deſcrip- 
tion can now be found. No records are known to remain earlier than 
2697, which. is the firſt date on the outſide of Mr. Winckles's church- 
book. At the end of that book is the certificate of a couple being 
| | joined together in marriage, before the face of the congregation 
| meeting at. Xilbe, to which the miniſter, and ſeveral others, 
„ ſubſcribed their names, dated Sept. 5, 1697. There is another 
ſimilar certificate at the beginning of the book, dated Oct. 9, 1698, 
and many mote in other places; it being, all through Mr. Winckles's 
time, a rule enforced by church-cenſure, that no member ſhould con- 
form: toithe.eſtabliſhed church in the celebration of marriage. Doubt- 
Jeſs, the perſecutions which theſe good people had met with from the 
church of England, had driven them into ſome very rigid notions, on 
this head, and ſeveral others; and yet many have been aſtoniſhed 
that all the Diſſenters for above theſe 40 years back, the Quakers only 
excepted, ſhould have ſurrendered the right of celebrating marriages 
among themſelves, without any application for its reſtoration. 

II this. church-book there is nothing of any conſequence entered, 
till after the Confeſfion of Faith, conſiſting of xxviii articles; the w_ 
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araſter preffed  Beajamis to give bi -2 ,partitular © 


account of all that paſſed, and to conceal nothing; 
and he related with t ſimplicity, what ſhe had ſaid, 
in proof of her averſion to the propoſal. © Well, Ben,” 
ſaid the maſter, * perhaps you ſpoke a word for your- 
ſelf.“ © Indeed I did not,” ſaid Ben, © I durſt not in 
conſcience utter a word of that-kind, as I was ſent on 
your behalf. But on further examination it came out, 
that the widow had ſignified to Ber, that if he had 
come on his own account ſhe might have demurred, 
but in her refuſal of the maſter ſhe was decided. Ben- 
Jamin's honeſty ſo much pleaſed his maſter, that he en- 
couraged and urged him to return, and propoſe him- 
felf ; with which advice he complied, and was 8 — 


ce 


" amble to which, thus begins: © We the Church of Chriſt meeting 
at Kilby,”” &c. and at the cloſe it is added, ( Theſe articles we 
« through grace were led into, in our Brother Farmer's time, which 
« he bare teſtimony for, and died in the faith of, &c. ſigned by 
Benjamin Winckles, Ann Farmer ſen. and go more. ; 

There are two other liſts of members, written by Mr. Winckles,, 
placed farther in the book, which were both made early. It is eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh in both of them, thoſe names that were ſet down at 
firſt, when the liſt was made, from thoſe which were added to each 
liſt afterwards, by the former having figures prefixed to their names z 
and thus the time when the liſts were made can be nearly aſcer- 
tained. That which is moſt complete, muſt have been drawn up 
ſome time beſore they left Kilby, at leaſt as early as 1700, and ther 
eontained 66 members in Leiceſter ſpire or elſewhere, (31 men, 35 
women) beſides 20 members in the 22 (12 men, 8 women) 
in all $6 communicants, (43-0f each ſex) whoſe names nearly coin- 
cide with the 9o who ſigned the confeſſion, To theſe were ſub. 
Joined others, who joined the church in Mr. W.'s life-time. viz. 

1 in Leiceſterſhire (36 men, 55 women) and 17 in the fen, (g men, 

women.) But upon cloſer examination I find this liſt was im- 
perfe&, not leſs than 20 members (3 men, 12 women) being omit- 
ted, whoſe reception is fully aſcertained in the book, which would 
make the number added in Mr. W.'s time 128 (53 men, 75 women) 
and theſe being joined to. the original members, (without allowing 
for deaths or excluſions) would have made 214, (96 men, 118 wo- 
men) -The other liſt arranges the members according to their 
places of abode, and was evidently made in 1706, when the number 
of perſons living, and in fellowſhip, was 104; diſperſed in 35 vil- 
lages and towns, (befides thoſe at Ramſey, who were 24, in 1709.) 
This lift was afterwards increaſed to 152, but ſome of the former 


might be dead, or excluded, before the latter joined. 
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Hence it was that Mr. Winckles lived in Cambridgeſhire, 
on the borders of Huntingdon/hire, for a conſiderable 
time, and reſided there ſome years after he was choſen 
aſtor at Killy, where he was probably a member before 
his marriage. Whether Mr. Farmer or Mr. Coleman, 
had previouſly been accuſtomed to viſit the Fey-Country, 
or whether Mr. Winckles firſt began to preach in that 
neighbourhood himſelf, in conſequence of his marriage, 
is not certain. But tho* thirty miles off from Killy, 
he ſupplied them pretty conſtantly, after he was choſen 
Elder, as it is atteſted by his people in 1697, who ob- 
ſerved, © Conſidering the diſtance of his reſidence, 
our gracious God wonderfully aſſiſted him to fill up his 
place, greatly to our edification and comfort.” About 
1701, he removed to be nearer the Church, and having 
bought a cloſe at AVS, he built himſelf a dwelling- 
- houſe. And ſoon after they left the place at K:lby, 
which Mr. Farmer had fitted up near forty years before, 
and began to meet at Ar»/by, at firſt in an old Malt- | 
ing, till Mr. Finckles erected a Meeting-houſe, adjoinin 
to his dwelling-houſe. The firſt account in the Ol 
Church Book of their meeting at Arnſty is on May 12,1702, 
and in the ſame year the Meeting-houſe was built. At 
this time many of the members lived at a great diſtance, 
and — ha. to break bread —— mem- 
bers, were occaſionally kept as far off as Coventry and 
Northampton, as well as at Ramſey in Huntingdonſhire, and 
other places in the Fen, where it had been agreed in 
1700 to keep a Church-meeting once a quarter, and 
brethren from Leicefter ſhire were deputed, to go and 
attend theſe meetings.—-What became of the mem- 
bers in the Fen afterwards, whether they gradually died 
away, or formed a new church, or joined elſewhere, I 
cannot aſcertain. But it is recorded that in 1710 the 
brethren and ſiſters in Coventry, had leave given them 
to become a diſtin& Church : Though the preſent Paſ- 
tor of the Baptiſt Church there, —_— his people 
did not originate with theſe members of Arn/by, but 
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from ſome perſons who came off from the Arminian 
2 Bapt its, 
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Baptiſts about ſix years later; the Ar»/by members were 
a ſeparate people, who have been long ſince extinct. 


Mr. Winckles had not the advantages of a liberal edu. 
cation, and does not appear to have been a man of very 
brilliant natural parts, yet his miniſtry was very ſucceſs- 
ful. The church was large, but they kept up very ſtri& 
diſcipline. He not only preached gratis, but always kept 
bread and cheeſe and beer ready tor the refreſhment of 
the poor, who came from a diſtance. He was remark - 
ably conſcientious and upright in his dealings with 
Men, as well as pious and ſpiritual in his walk with 
God. Among ſeveral ſtories of his ſcrupulous honeſty, 
preſerved by tradition, it is ſaid, That having ſent a 
ſervant to ſell a horſe at Leicefter, he rode with full ſpeed 
after him, to charge him to mention to the buyer, a fault 
of which the ſervant was ignorant. He found the horſe 
juſt ſold to a gentleman, to whom he began to relate the 
circumſtance, but the gentleman cut him ſhort, and 
ſaid, © you want the horſe back again,“ and haſtily pay- 
ing the money, rode off, Mr. Winc#les calling after him 
to no purpoſe, to abate part of the price. —By Will he 
deviſed the Meeting-houſe to the Church, and the dwel- 
ling-houſe with a Yard-land in Arn/by-Field, worth 
about ten pounds per annum, to his ſecond wife,“ for 
her life, and after her deceaſe to the church, for the 
ſupport of their future miniſter, for ever. Having thus 
worthily ſerved his generation, he finiſhed his courſe, 
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* Mrs, Mary Winckles died in 1712, aged 61 years. His ſecond 
wife, Ann Winckles, (who ſurvived him, and married the Rev. Job 
Burt, Baptiſt miniſter at Warwick, and afterwards Mr. Samuel 
Harris, of Boſevorth, being ſecond wife to each of the three) died in 
1748, aged 66.---At her ſecond marriage ſhe gave up the dwelling- 
houſe, lands and all, to the uſe of the miniſter at Arnſby, only re- 
ſerving fot herſelf a furniſhed. room where ſhe might lodge, or enter- 
tain a friend. And at her deceaſe, ſhe left 151. to the church, tho? 
that was wickedly embezzled by a perſon who got it into his hands: 
ſhe left the goods in the room to a relation, but he having no im- 
mediate occaſion for them, let them remain there for the accomoda. 
tion of a miniſter. 

Mr. W.'s laſt ſurviving member died in Aug. 1766, aboy 


years after him, 
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May 21, 1732, in the — year of his age, having been 


Paſtor of the Church between 30 and 40 years. 


After Mr. Winckles's deceaſe, it is ſuppoſed the church 
had no ſettled miniſter for about two years. The next 
ſucceſſor to the paſtoral office, about 1734, was Mr. 
Daniel Hill, who was called gut to the work of the mi- 
niſtry, by the church at Walgrave, in Northamptonſhire. 
He was a godly worthy man, exemplary in his life and 


- converſation: yet in his time the Church greatly 


dwindled away, which was very diſcouraging to himſelf 
and the people. For which reaſon, and through ſome 
other uneaſineſs, they parted by mutual conſent, in 
OR. 1750, after he had ſerved them about 16 years. 
He removed for a year or two to the Baptiſt Church at 
Coventry, and from thence to Chalford- Bottom, where he 
preached to a branch of Mr. Nathaniel Owerbury's church 
of Tetbury, in Glouceſterſhire. He died there about 1761, 
rather advanced in years. Mr. Thomas was informed 
that he expired on his knees. * 


Upon his removal, the people at Ar»fby engaged Mr. 
Toſeph Edmonds, of Coventry + to ſupply them once a 
fortnight, which he did for about two years, and bdged 
in the room which Mrs. Winckles had left furniſhed. 
And about the cloſe of this time, invitations were given 
to Mr. Hull, of Carlton, and to Mr. Walker, of Olney, 
to viſit them as probationers, but by ſome means or 
other, no miniſter could be ſettled among them, till 
1753, when, by a ſingular train of providences, Mr. 
Robert Hall was brought thither, and- through a ſeries 
of difficulties, continued with them for ſever and thirty 
years. | . 
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* Mr. John Gumbley, of Countiſtborpe, who died Feb. 2, 1790, 
was the laſt ſurviving perſon, who had been a member in Mr. Hill's 
time. He joined the church between 17 and 18 years of age, and 
was 71 when he died. A moſt worthy honourable man all through 
life, and very uſeful when the church was in trouble, He was a 
Deacon for 40 years, and had been called out by the church to preach 
for 33 years, though never ſettled any where as Paſtor. 

+ Grandfather to thoſe three brothers who are now Paſtors of the 
Baptiſt-Churches at Bend Street, Birmingham; Guilſborougb; and 
Sutton- in- tbe-Elms. | 


( 5s ) 
Before T enter upon the relation of his Settlement at 
Arnſovy, I would premiſe ſome account of the remarkable 
manner in which he was firſt brought to the Knowledge 
of the Goſpel of Cx 1s Y; and to a Connection with the 
Baptiſ Denomination; and into the work of the Mi- 
niſtry? RE 
Mr. Ronzxr Har was born in 1728, 4p. 15. old 

fiyle, at a village called Black-Heddon, in the pariſh of 
Stanninton, about 12 miles northweſt of Newca/tle-upon- 
Tyne, in Northumberland. His Father, Mr. Chriftopher 
Hall, was a reputable farmer, as were his anceſtors; bis 
Grandfather, it is ſaid, lived on the ſame farm, and was 
born ia the ſam? houſe, with his Great-grandſon 
Robert. His Father was a worthy honeſt man, of the 
epiſcopal perſunfron, but his Mother was a preſbyterian.* 
He hoped they were both poſſeſſed of true religion. His 
Father died when he was between 11 and 12 years old, 
after which Robert was brought up with an Uncle, at 
Kirkley, 3 miles eaſt of Black-Heddon ; where he at- 
tended the prefoyterian meeting, but with little advan- 
tage, the Miniſter being a more groſs Arminian than any 
perſon he ever met with ſince. 


However, the firſt year after he went there, being 
only 12 years old, he was brought under deep concern 
of ſoul. Hearing another youth, who was himſelf very 
profligate, repeat ſome awful things reſpecting the tor- 
ments of, hell, which he had heard © the parſon ſay at 
church” a few days before, he was immediately on this 
relation, ſeized with an overwhelming ſenſe of guilt, 
and the miſery of eternal baniſhment from God. From 
that day, ſelf-abhorrence attended with black deſpair 
occupied his. mind continualy; often accompanied with 
horrid temptations and blaſphemies which n_ not to 
be uttered. He could ſee no way of eſcape from ever. - 
laſting ruin, nor was any ſatisfactory method of ſalva- 
tion pointed out to him by * miniſter he then ſat u _ 
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* She lived to more than 80 years of age: and married again after 
the death of Mr. C. Hall, ro whom ſhe was a ſecond wife ; he 
had by her 8 children, and the ſame number by his former wife, 
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Thus he lived for months and years, as on the brink 
of hell, without a gleam of hope; and ſo oppreſſed with 
this conſtant burden, that he could ſcarcely think of any 
thing elſe, and hence often thought of himſelf that he 
had not common ſenſe.— Near the beginning of this 
time, he met with a painful accident, by which he 
broke his arm, and three ribs; and before he was cured, 
being ſent out into the harveſt-field, on a young horſe, 
with his arm in a fling, and riding near a place where 
they were felling ſome trees, the ſound of the ax af- 
frighted his horſe, which ran away with him, and threw 
him among the fallen branches. By this fall his arm 
was broken again, with his otherarm, and collar bone, 
and his ſhoulder put out. But he has repeatedly de- 
clared, that all the pain of theſe broken bones, did by 
noweans equal the anguiſh of his mind. The doleful 
ſound of damnation, damnation,” ſeemed continually 
in his ears. He apprehended that his ſins were unpar- 
donable, and that God could not fave him F he would. 
He really thought God muſt be reproached as an unholy 
Being, if he ſhewed favour to ſuch a ſinner; and there- 
fore he concluded it was ain for him, to defire ſalvation. 
He once took up the bible, and read in Exod. xxxiv. 
how IE HOVAH proclaimed his name before Moſes, 
% The Loxp, the Log Gop, merciful and gracious, &c. 
% FORGIVING INIQUITY, TRANSGRESSION, and SIN, and 
ce that WILL BY NO MEANS CLEAR THE GUILTY,” &C, 
But inſtead of finding any relief from this encouraging 
paſſage, he was tempted to throw away his bible as con- 
taining irreconcilable inconſiſtencies, in declaring that 
God would forgive iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, while 
yet it aſſerts that He will by no means clear the * 
Noo | ut 


* While 1 was preparing this account for the preſs, a friend put 
into my hands A New Tranſlation of the Pentateuch, by Iſaac Delgado, 
a Jew, latcly publiſhed, and dedicated to the- Biſhop of Saliſbury. 
It ſeems to cont:.in many uſeful remarks and corrections of the com- 
mon tranſlation, where his prejudices do not interfere ; nor has he 
made any indecent reflections on Chriſtianity: but I was much 
affected with ſeveral inſtances of Jewiſh blindneſs, reſpecting ſome 
of the moſt intereiting paſſages in the books of Moſes 3 and 1 
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But at length, after continuing in this ſtate of diſtreſs 
and deſpondency full even years, he obtained relief by 
a believing view of the Goſpel Method of Salvation. This 
he had never heard ſtated by another, but one day, 
reſell to look once more into the bible, if poſſibly it 
might diſcover to him any door of hope, he caſt his eye 
on Gal. iv. 4, 5. God ſent forth his Son, made of a we- 
man, MADE UNDER THE LAW, to REDEEM THEM that 
WERE UNDER THE IA, Kc. Immediately a new train 
of thought ſtruck his mindy Chriſt was Maps under 
the law,—then he was not under it originally for at 
end was he made under the law ?—to redeem them that 
WERE under the law : were under the law !then they 
are not under the law now, but redeemed.— There is 

| F 3 thereſore 
larly this, He renders it, © bearing iniquity, &c. but wil not t-ta/ly 
clear the guilty.”” And ſays in a note, v. 5. 6. are above the reach 
of my comprehenſion. O chat the wail was removed from bis beart, 
and that of his brethren, and that they knew the true Meſſiah, then 
would they comprehend their need of pardon, and the way in which 
it is obtained, | 

Reſpecting Jacob's wreſtling with the angel, which account he 
ſays © ſeems almoſt unintelligible he aſks, & 1. What neceſſity had 
Jacob to ſtay alone behind, aiter he had carried over all his ſubſtance ? 
2. What was the occaſion of their quarrel? 3. What had the mon- 
ing to do with letting him go? 4. What could his bleſſing avail. 
Jacob, unleſs he knew he was an angel? if fo, 5. How comes he 
to aſk him for his name, &c. | 

He renders Gen, xlix. 10. * The ſcepter ſhall not depart, &c. 
until Shiloh be gone down, and even then ſpall be have an aſſe:nbly af - 
peuple.“ And remarks, “Some future event is here announced, but 
what it is, or at what period it was to happen, cannot be aſce.tained, 
c. It may allude to ſuch part of the hiitory of the Hebrews as we 
have no account of, &c.---I content myſelf with explaining it as I 
underſtand it. Fudab having the raling ſtaff in his hand, e ntinued 
in that prerogative till the ark was taken by the Phili tines, when the 

bernacle of Shilob was put down; then th: comm ind was taken 
rom Judab, and ſoon after the reſtoration of the ark, a king was 
choſen of the tribe of Benjamin, yet even then David ſprang up, and 
being purſued by Saul, a company of men aſſembled to him, which 
amounted to 400, &c.“ G ; 

I inſert th.s note ( 1.) to confirm Chriftians in their faith, by ſeeing 
to what miſerable ſhifts the Fezos are reduced, to find any ſenſe for 
the Old Teftament, while they tejet the New. (z.) To excite 
gratitude on our own account, and pity and prayer for the ſalvation 


of that race, of when: a! Concerning the fleſp Chriſt came, whe is alſo Gp * 


over all, vleffed for ever, 
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therefore, a way of redemption for ſinners from the 
curſe of the law, by which it is poſſible even I may be 
ſaved!*—Bz:ing thus enlightened to ſee that God could 
fave him, if he pleaſed, without debaſing his own Per- 
fections, the bare Poſſibility of Salvation, in a way con- 
ſiſtent with the divine glory, made his heart glad in- 
deed. He now began to ſearch the ſcriptures for far- 
ther diſcoveries of this glorious goſpel: and having 
once got hold of the right clue, he read them as it were 
with new eyes. The difficulty was now ſolved, which 
had once tempted him to burn the bible; he underſtood 
how God could forgive ſin, and,yet not clear the guilty. 
Soon after this, his own ſalvation began to appear not 
only poſſible, but probable, and at length certain. This 
was in May, 1748. He now was conviaced and rejoiced 
that Salvation was of GRACE indeed, and abhorred the 
Arminian ſentiments, which had ſo long held him in 
dreadful bondage. He remarked long atter to a friend, 
oe . I ſhould never have deteſted that ſyſtem as 
I do, had I not once drank into it, and felt its effects.“ 
On this account he left the miniſter upon whom he for- 
merly attended, and travelled 5 miles, to another pre/- 
byterian meeting, where the goſpel was preached, and 
joined in communion with that people. The miniſter 
at this place was a Mr. .Dryden, who had a few youn 
men under his care, deſigned for the miniſtry. Mr. H 
contracted a peculiar intimacy with two of theſe ſtu- 
dents, Mr. James Rutherford, and Mr. William Peden. 


About this. time there began to be a great noiſe in 
thofe parts, reſpecting the Anabaprtifts as they were 
ſtiled, who had licenſed a houſe for preaching, about 
12 miles off. Mr. Hall's mother having married again, 
her eldeſt ſon Chriſtepher leſt her, and went to reſide in 
the county of Durham. And now Robert heard that his 
Brother had joined theſe 4nabapti/ls at Hamſterley; he 
abhorred the very name, and did not like to hear his 
Brother mentioned, becauſe he was one of them, and 
had married a ſiſter of the man at whoſe houſe they had 
ſet up preaching, 5 miles from Hexham.” At laſt, how- 
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ever, he agreed with his two friends, * 
Peden, to go and diſpute with the Anabaptiſt miniſter, 
that, if poſſible, they might put à ſtop to his farther 
progreſs. in that neighbourbood. Accordingly under 
colour of Mr. Robert Hall's viſiting his new relation, they 
went together to the place, called Zuniper-dye-houſe, on 
a. Saturday evening, when they knew that the miniſter, 
Mr. David Fernie, would be there, ready to preach on 
the morrow. They were all three kindly entertained, 
and, according to their eager with, ſoon got into a 
cloſe diſpute upon Baptiſn. They were three to one; 
nevertheleſs, in about two hours, the young men were 
all entangled and aſnamed. They then went out, laid 
their heads together to muſter up freſh arguments, and 
returned to the company and renewed the debate; 
but to their great mortification, were again quite ſilenced, 
though not convinced. It had been their deſign to have 
ſtopped and heard Mr. Fernie on the morrow, but the 
two ſtudents were ſo chagrined that they would not ſtay, 
but ſet off homeward. After this repulſe they all three 
met frequently, tofortify themſelves for a future attack, 
being reſolved not to give up the point, but to go again 
when prepared. But they were diſappointed in their 
purpoſe of going together, for Mr. Dryden ſoon after 
ve up his Academy, and that ſcattered them. How- 
ever, Mr. Hall determined he would go once more, and 
try what he could do by himſelf. Accordingly, he got 
what books he could againſt the Baprifts, intending to 
confront Mr. Fernie with arguments from them. But 
upon thinking what Mr. F. mightpoſlibly urge in Reply 
to theſe arguments, he found none of them would ſtand : 
ſo that by ſearching the ſcriptures upon the ſubjeR, and 
reading 'Wil/on's Scripture Manual, which fell into his 
hands, he was convinced of Believer*s Baptiſm, without 
any more diſpute. The next time that he faw Mr. F. 
he was baptized by him, Jan. 5, 1752, at Juniper-aye- 
houſe afore-mentioned, and received into that little 
church which now meets at Hexham: it was then a 
branch ofa larger church, whoſe principal meeting-place 
was in the county of Durham, where the — then 
| Eri | ded” 
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reſided, bat viſited this place once a month; another 
branch of his church met at Marten, in Yorkſhire, a few 
miles ſouth of Szockton-upon-T ces.* * th 


The church conceiving that Mr. Hall was poſſeſſed 
of miniſterial talents, urged him immediately to attempt 
— the ſeriptures; and by their perſuaſion he 
made the firſt trial the ſame day, but privately, and 
only before the members of the church, and founded 
his diſcourſe on the (ame text that he left for his funeral, 
« It is finiſhed.” He has often ſaid, he began where 
he ſhould have left off, and that if, he knew which ſhould ' 
be his laſt ſermon, he would preach it from thoſe words. 
After five or ſix months trial by the church, Mr. Hall 
| CON Led was 


* Tt is worthy of notice, that both Mr. Hall's friends were, aſter 
ſome time, convinced of Bdiever's Baptiſm, and before the cloſe of 
the ſawe year, were baptized by the ſame Miniſter, and called out 
to the miniſtry by the ſame church: aſter which they preached 
about in the neighbourhood, at this Juniper Lye-Houſe, Newcaſtle» 
upon-Tyne, &c. till the ſummer of 1753, when it pleaſed God to ſe- 
parate theſe intimate friends. +7 

Mr. Rutherford, who went to Scotland, for farther improvement 
in learning, after Mr. Dryden reſigned his academy, was there led to 
6 review the ſubje& they had ſo warmly controverted, and being con- 
vinced like Mr. Hall, was baptized on his return. In the Appendix 
to his Thoughts upon Baptiſm, in two ſermons, publithed at Dublin, , 
in 1758, he has given a particular account of his change of ſentiment, 
He went co Ireland a few months after Mr. Hal came to Arnſoy ; 
but that country did not ſuit his copſtitution. In a few years is 
hcalth wasremarkably impaired, but he continued there till he was 
paſt recovery, About 1760 he left Dub/in, and came to England, 
greatly emaciated, He was warmly and affectionately invited to 
ſucceed Mr. Ryland, at Warwick : he came thither, but was ſoon 
laid up, and ended his days in 1761. His talents for uſefulneſs were 
very promiſing, But he quickly ended his ſhort race. k 
U Mr. William Paden, the other member of this friendly triumvirtite, 
j was ſettled at Sunderland, in the county of Durbam, but died 
a young man. Thus all three ſubni.tted to that ordinance which 
4 they had ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed. I believe, ſaid Mr. Hall, © it 
| was the Lord's doing, as well as maty.llous in our eyes. I have 
4 oſten thought of thoſe times with a mixture of ſhame and joy.“ 


+. Our churches are not accuſtomed to call perſons ſo ſuddenly to 

this work, but his experience, Which they had juſt heard, was re- 

markable, and he had been well known t, ſome of their members, 
while he was among the evangelical preſbyterians, 
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was ſolemnly called out, by them, to public work, about 
June, 1752. He had not had the advantages of educa- 
tion, like his two friends, but he was then 24 years of 
age, and had been many years under deep exerciſes of 
mind, which greatly fitted him to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon 
to weary and 9 — ſouls, and to direct them to 
the ſame reſt, into which he had entered above three 
years before he joined this ſociety, | 


Having thus ſeen by what means Mr. Hall was deli 
vered out of his great diſtreſs, and led into connection 
with the Baptif Denomination, it is time to relate in 
what manner he was brought from Northumberland to 
Arnſoy, in which there was alſo a ſingular diſplay of the 
interpoſition of providence. 


It is here needful to remark, that Mr. W:nckles who 
endowed the Church with their Meeting-houſe, Burying- 
Ground, the adjoining Dwelling-houſe, and a yaid-land 
worth 10l. per annum, had left the whole to the care of 
Truſtees, for the uſe of the miniſter for the time being, 
for ever. But before Mr. Hill removed, there was 
ſome ground to ſuſpe& the integrity of one of theſe 
Truſtees, which was one motive 2 his removal.— In 
the mean time a ſerious good man from Lutter worth, 
who had been at Carliſſe, in the Duke of Cumberland s 
army, which was employed againſt the Rebels, had there 
contracted an acquaintance with Mr. Hall's eldeſt bro- 
ther Chriſtopher, who had been ſome time in the Mi- 
niſtry, and was then aſſiſtant to an aged Miniſter 
at Broughton, in Cumberland. After the Rebellion was 
ſuppreſſed, and this good man had returned home, he 
kept up a correſpondence with Mr. C. Hall, who by 
this means was alſo made known to Mr. Freeman of 
Lutterworth, and thus the truſtee aforeſaid came to hear 
of him. When the Church therefore ſeemed inclinable 
to chuſe Mr. Walker, of Olney, he oppoſed that motion, 
and told the le he had ſent for a great man from 
Cumberland, Heben he had heard an extraordinary 
character at Lutrterworth, and was informed that he was 
at liberty. On this the Church gave up Mr. Valter, 
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hoping that if the perſon came that he himſelf had in- 
vited, he would give him poſſeſſion of the miniſter's 
houſe peaceably ; for by this time the Truſtee had art- 
fully poſſefled himſelf of the premiſes. Thus Mr. C. 
Hall was applied to, and as he returned from a viſit to 
London, he ſpent two Sabbaths with them, in the latter 
part of the ſummer, 1752. It is ſuppoſed that rhe per- 
ſon who thus propoſed him, never expected he would 
come; however, when he came he did not approve of 
him at all. But the people perſuaded him to engage, 
thatif no particular hinderance aroſe, he would viſit them 
again in the Spring. He had fixed to ſpend the enſuing 
Winter at #hitehaven, where he had kept an occaſional 
lecture: and by the Spring a people were gathered there, 
who entered into a Church ſtate, over whom Mr. C. 
Hall was ordained Paſtor in April, and with whom he 
abode in comfort for ſome years. Therefore early in 
the Spring Mr. C. Hall ſent information to Arn/by, that 
he could not leave his new-raiſed ſociety, but that he 
had a younger Brother, newly called out to the miniſtry, 
who was at liberty. They repeatedly deſired him to 
ſend his Brother; upon which he adviſed Mr. Robert 
Hall to pay them a viſit, at 'the ſame time concealing 
from him, the diſcouraging circumitance of the Truſtee 
in the houſe. Mr. Robert Hall had then in view a place 
in York/vire, and deſigned to viſit both. But, by his 
brother's advice, he went firſt to Arnſby. When he came 
there, he ſoon found his heart cleaving to them, and 
was favoured with more liberty in preaching than had 
been common with him before. They were a poor, 
plain people, but Mr. HalPs low opinion of himſelf, 
made him really think himſelf ö unfit to preach to a 
other but ſuch.” They preſſed him much to abide wit 
them, and his mind being greatly fixed on God's pro- 
miſe to Moſes, My preſence ſhall go with thee, he was en- 
couraged to venture, and complied with their requeſt, 
going no where elſe to ſee any other people. This was 
in June, 1753. | 
As Mr. Hall was inclined to ſettle at Arnſty, he na- 


turally made ſome enquiry how, and where, he way to 
ve. 
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live. The truſtee was unwilling to leave the houſe, hut 
promiſed fair to pay the rent, as it became due. But 
when Mr. H. had brought his wife and firſt-born child 
to Araſby, the Truſtee informed him, by letter, that he 
would pay rent to nobody but the Lord-Chancellor. This 
gave a general alarm to the Church, and to Mr. Hall. 
Much trouble enſued, and laſted long. The profane 
people in the neighbourhood ſeemed alſo inſtigated by 
Satan to inſult them in their diftreſs. Many times an 
aſſembly of mockers would gather round the windows of 
the houſe where Mr. Hall was preaching : for after a 
while they were locked out of their Meeting-honſe, and 
obliged to meet in a private houſe, which was very near. 
Lewd fellows of the baſer fort flocked from other villages, 
* to ſee the doings at Ar»ſby,” as they termed it. And 
theſe afflictions continued for ſeveral years, hefore theſe 
poor people could obtain legal redreſs. O it was a 
trying time,” ſaid Mr. Hall, „ yet God was with us 
of a truth, and over-ruled even theſe trials for good, for 
ſeveral of thoſe who came to diſturb and perſecute us, 


began to liſten, and grace reached and changed their 
. | 


When Mr. Hall came to Arnſiy firſt, the church was 
greatly reduced in numbers, having then about 26 mem- 
bers, but moſt of them quite old; and ſeveral lived in 
other counties, ſo far off that they could neither attend 
nor act with the reſt. . Their great ſtraits and difficulties 
continued for 6 years, till June, 1759. During all which 
time, he loſt not only the advantage of living in the 
houſe which belonged to the church, but the rent of the 
land left by Mr. #inckles, which was ten pounds a year, 
the arrears of which he never recovered. So that he 
had extreme difficulty to live there: the Church and 
Congregation being ſmall and very poor, and though 
they did what they could, yet they never raiſed him fo 
much as 151. a year, through all that time of great and 
ſore trouble: * nor indeed,” ſaid Mr. Hall, for ſe- 
« yeral years after, and my family increaſed faſt, havin 
« had 14 children in all. But I found my heart ſo 
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ç united to the le, that I never durſt leave them, 
« though I often thought I muſt.* I truſt the Lord 
« was with us of a truth, and the i chapter of the 
te firſt epiſtle of Peter was habitually impreſſed on my 
« mind. It appearing pretty clear to myſelf and my 
cc wife, that we were where God would have us to be; 
« this ſenſe of Duty, and a willingneſs to live honeſtly, 
« made us reſolve in the ſtrength of the Lord, that wwe 
e avould not run into debt, let us live as hardly as we 
« might: which reſolution he enabled us to keep. But 
« many and unknown difficulties we grappled with. 
« However I am thankful I have been enabled to con- 
« tinue with the people to this day, of whom I can ſay 
ce with truth, I love them in the Lord.” + 


It has already been implied that Mr. Hall was mar- 
ried before he came to Arnſby. His firſt wife was Fane 
Catchaſide, the daughter of very creditable parents, 

X * Robert 


* Divine providence at times ſingularly appeared for them, or 
they could not have ſubſiſted, Several inſtances I have heard from 
Mr. Hall's mouth, but not finding them in writing, I cannot truſt 
my memory to recite particulars. I know that at one time, Mrs. 
Hall's faith ſeemed ready to fail, and ſhe, who commonly cheared 
and encduraged her huſband, was beginning to upbrai1 him, that 
he would ſtay there, till ſhe and her children were ſtarved, when a 
perſon rapped at the door, with a letter containing information of a do- 
nation of 10l. from a diſtant friend. I think it encloſed a bank note 
of that value. Another time, having invited two or three neigh- 
bouring miniſters, to keep a meeting the next day, he and Mrs. 
Hall were weeping together, that they had no proviſion to ſet beſore 
them, nor money to procure it, when a perſon, in rather poor cir- 
cumſtances herſelf, came in and brought ſeveral pounds of money, I 
believe 5 or 6, wrapped up in a handkerchief, and chiefly in copper 
and filver, which ſhe ſaid the Lord had ſent them, and would give 
no other information whence it came. He afterwards conjectured 
that ſhe muſt have hoarded up at ſervice this ſum, which ſhe was 
ſtrangely induced to bring them at that ſeaſon, 


+ Letter to Mr. Evans, dated May 31, 1786, In which he adds, 
« The remembrance of theſe days of tribulation always endears you 
« to me, who with dear Brother Woodman, were my invariable, 
« ſympathizing, ſteady friends. The Lord grant according to our 
& mutual hope, that we may, through omnipotent grace, meet in 
« the heights of Zion; there, dear brother, we ſhall ſay, He hath 
« done all things well, and ſing of mercy and judgment, grace and 
« providence, terminating in complete falvation, world Without end. 
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Robert and Mary Catchafide ; born at Proud - Hall, Ap. 15, 
1729, and married July 18, 1751, who died Dec. 21, 
1776. She was a great encourager of her huſband, 
under the trials they encountered, when they firſt came 
to Arn/by, being naturally of a chearful, active diſpoſi- 
tion, and favoured with great ſpiritual enjoyments and 
conſolations. For above twenty years ſhe lived gene- 
rally in an aſſured perſuaſion of the love of God; but for 
four years before her death, ſhe underwent ſuch fore 
afflictions of body and mind, as have ſeldom been 
equalled; yet died at Ja in a moſt triumphant manner. 
A brief account of the Occaſion, Continuance, and 
joyful Concluſion of theſe ſore conflicts, was publiſhed 
ſoon after her death, under the title of Mercy manifſted; 
in a letter from Mr. Hall to a friend: which went 
through two editions in 1777. Some few copies are ſtill 
to be procured, on which account I ſhall not inſert far- 
ther particulars in this narrative. Before this time I 
had ſufficient intimacy with Mr. Hall, to be able to 
aſſert, from what I heard of the affliction at the time, 
that it was .far beyond what any one can conceive, 
merely by reading that ſhort account, and yet his ſup- 
ports and conſolations were ſuch, and his faith and pa- 
tience ſo exemplary, as to fill all his friends with 
aſtoniſhment.* He cloſed - brief account of Mrs. Hall's 
x death, 


The expences attending this illneſs were neceſſarily very great, 
beſides all the ſympathetic anxiety and anguiſh her affectionate huſ- 
band muſt feel under it. In the laſt awful year he was obliged to 
ſink above 60 pounds, though he had received upwards of 3o from 
diſtant friends, without which he could ſcarcely have got through 
the affliction. In an old Memorandum Book, chiefly appropriated 
to his wordly concerns, he made ſeveral entries about this time, 
which diſcover ſo much gratitude, piety, and humility, that I know 
not how to forbear copying ſome of them. | 

« 1775, Nov. 25, Received, to my great ſurprize, from the 
«© Rev. Mr. N. ten pounds, and five from Mr. T. remitted in a bank 
tc bill, of x51. This is the Lord's doing, and is marvellous in my 
« eyes. O to be found worthy of favours.” 

« 1776. Jan. 1. In the courſe of laſt year I have had many 
« afflictions and many mercies, under whicl I defire to be humble 
% and thankful. O Lord, hear prayer, and make me holy, and in 


« the enjoyment” of thyſelf happy. I never before ſaw ſuch _ 
9 
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death, which he inſerted in the church-book, with theſe 
words, © Thus died that precious, tried Chriſtian, who 
had been generally highly favoured of the Lord ſince 
ſhe knew him of a truth, till the laſt four years, which 
have been trying indeed, but her trials ended in tri- 
umph.“ Six ot their children grew up, and ſurvive both 


their parents. May the bleſſing of their parent's God 
reſt evermore upon them 


I have not materials for a regular account of Mr. 
Hall's Life. If he kept any diary, or other papers, 
from which it might have been formed, we fear it was 
deftroyed, as he was known to burn a great number of 
papers about a fortnight before his death. I would 

| therefore 


« of the Lord to ſatisfy my ſoul. Nothing but God can ſupport me, 
% and were every thing in this world quite as I could wiſh, I find 
« ſomething in me that would be diſſatisfied without God as my 
« portion. This morning I thought of Jacob's weeping and making 
« ſupplication at Bethel. I hope I found ſomething of the ſame. 
« O for an increaſing fpirit of prayer. Were I in hell locally, and 
« could enjoy my God, it would be heaven to me. Lord, be as I 
« may, thou canſt make me happy. In thee I truſt, leave me 
« not. I am nothing and worſe than nothing. Lord keep faſt hold 
« of my heart. Let it never deſert from, or ſin againſt thee.” 
« This year I defire much of the grace of repentance, to hate fin, 
and watch againſt it. O hold me up, that I may not fall. Lord 
« give me dominion over my paſſions, that I may behave with gen- 
« tleneſs to all about me. Lord give me toſce my labours bleſſed in 
the church.” May I have more freedom with my family in divine 
things. May all of us, with the ſervants, be preſerved from every 
« evil, and difaſter, and ſore temptation. Lord give me delight in 
thy word, and a better memory to retain it: and a ſpiritual diſ- 
cernment of its important contents, O for more liberty with God 
« in prayer. May 1 keep to duty, and truſt God for more comfort, 
« both in my ſoul, family, and church. O Lord prepare me for 
« every event. Keep me and mine in our right minds, humbly 
« waiting on, and for the Lord. Forgive me all fin, uphold me in 
«. all forrow. Bleſs me and I ſhall be bleſſed.” - | 
« Fan. 31. I received a letter to-day from Mrs. T. by Mr. B. 
« To my joy and ſurprize I am thereby informed that Dr. F.'s Lady 
« put into her hands a ten poung bank note for me. What ſhall I render 
« unto the Lord for this fre tance of his goodneſs to me, an un- 
<« profitable, unholy, poor, mean creature. How good has my God 
« been to me all my life long. Lord, help! help me to praiſe, pray, 
« and truſt as long as I live, O give me a heart to love, &c.“ 


« Myſterious 
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therefore only notice one or two articulars, chiefly 
relative to his publications, and then relate the cir- 
cumſtances of his removal from us. 

He was juſtly and highly prized by his brethren in 
the miniſtry, eſpecially thoſe who belon to the 
Baptiſt Afficiation, (conſiſting principally of Churches 
in Leiceſterſhire and Northamptox/hire,) which he was 
greatly inſtrumental in forming. It was firſt planned 
at Kettering, in October, 1764; where they met t again 
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&« Myterious are God's providences ! O that he who has hitherto 
„ helped may heal and reſtore my diſtreſſed companion, that we 
« may live to pray and praiſe together. Lord keep me, a poor 
« weak creature, and teach me, for I am exceedingly ignorant, even, 
« I often think, as a beaſt before thee. O that 1 may ever act be- 
« coming my obligations to God and man. Lord help a feeble 
« worm.” . 

„% Feb. 22, This morning drfign to begin to plow. The Lord 
« preſerve man and beaſt, and grant a bleſſing. Laſt night my poor 
« wife ſlept and reſted better than ſhe has done for near three years. 
O that the Lord may in great mercy reſtore her again. Hear 
prayer, O Lord! Heal her now, I beſeech thee, O Lord] for 
thy name's ſake : and keep me, a poor weak worm.” 

At the cloſe of this year he wrote as follows : 
„% Note. My you dear wife died Saturday morning, at 5 o'clock, 
Dec. 21, 1776. She was comforted on Tueſday morning, the 17, 
but did not diſcover it till the 18th, about ten at night, when in 
holy rapture, ſhe faid, He is come! He is come! &. Bleſſed be 
God for his appearances for her. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul.” 
« Fan. 1, 1777. O that this year may be a year of mercy to my 
* perſon, my family, the neighbourhood, (whoſe ſouls 1 long for) 
the church, and the ſtate. Lord, keep me pure, make me fer- 
vent in thy work; faithful to thy cauſe, and active in it. Prepare 
goodneſs for me and mine. May we have peace with thee, and 
one another. Near acceſs, and fervent love to thee, and a conſtant 
fear of thee. Be not a terror to me, O Lord. Withdraw thine 
hand from me, as to continued, or renewed troubles. But, as 
to afflictions thy will be done. Keep me, O Lord, keep me 
and mine from fin; whatever we may ſuffer. Bleſs thy word, 
O Lord, in the _y hbouring villages, this year. May the church 
e 


« at Arnſby proſper, be fruitful, peaceable, humble, holy. Lord, 
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« work by thy poor inſtrument, R. Hall.” 

„ Dec. 6, 1777. j leſſed be God for proſperity in life. Lord 
« grant acontinual blefſing, cſpecially on our ſouls. May I be more 
devoted to God, an in all things directed of him. O to be kept 
« from finning, and on the contrary enjoy his approbation in all 
„matters, and enjoy peace of conſcience, and * and with 
all men. Amen.“ 


— 
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in May, 1765, and then ſent a circular letter to the 
other Miniſters and Churches in the neighbourhood, to 
invite them to unite in this friendly connection. After 
that year, they began to print their letters, which at 
firſt were drawn up in a more haſty and deſultory man- 
ner; but after a few years, ſelect ſubjects were appointed 
the preceding year, for the next annual letter; and 
ſeveral of them, on the moſt important articles of the 
Chriſtian faith, were written by this excellent man. 
None of them have been more deſervedly eſteemed than 
that, which he wrote in the midſt of his moſt heavy afflic- 
tion, Viz. in the year 1776, upon the Doc TRINE or 
THE TRINITY, That amiable and venerable man, the 
Rev. Jaac Woodman, of Sutton-in-the-Elms, made the 
motion at the aſſociation at Kettering, in 1775, that Mr. 
Hall ſhould be requeſted to draw up a Circular Letter to 
the Churches on this ſubje& ; remarking with that ſweet- 
neſs of temper by which he was diſtinguiſhed, “I men- 
tion Mr. Hall, becauſe, without diſparagement of an 

other, I conſider him as the ableſt Divine among us.” 
This propoſal, which reflected equal. honour on the 
propoſer and the perſon propoſed,* was unanimouſly 
approved, and at the next affociation the letter was 
produced and ordered to be printed. Being much 
approved by many of different denominations, a ſecond 


edition was called for, and printed on a larger type, to 
f which, 


* The former had enjoyed the advantages of an academical educa- 
tion, as well as thoſe which reſult from being placed in caſier cir- 
cumitances in life, which did not leſſen his regard for a dear brother 
who neither poſſeſſed learning nor wealth. While the natural abilities 
of the /atter were ſuch, that though he was denied the opportunity 
of aſſiſtance in the cultivation of his genius, he exceeded many 
ſcholars, in reſpect to a cloſe and nervous manner of reaſoning ; and 
his inward exerciſes, and many tfials, made him equally excel in the 
| knowledge of experimental religion. And he was truly eminent for 
his humility and modeſty : never aiming to diſplay the utmoſt of that 
knowledge he had attained, and at the ſame time to decry all that 
learning which he had not had opportunity to acquire, as the manner 
cf ſome is: but he was defirous, as far as his circumſtances would 
admit, to intermeddle with all wiſdom ; and eaſily attained ſo much 
acquaintance with thoſe things, which advancing years and other 
hinderances prevented him from becoming maſter of, as to form a 
juſt idea of their real uſefulneſs, 334 
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which, by my deſire, he annexed, Some Thoughts on the 
cauſes of Salvation and Damnation, in anſwer to Mr. 
Fletcher, of Madely.t The Letter on the Trinity was 
written againſt, by Mr. Elliot, of London; and Mr. 
Hall wrote obſervations on that piece, which are yet in 
M. S. but with no deſign of printing them; as it was 
not only his opinion, but that of his moſt judicious 
friends, in different parts of the kingdom, that his 
arguments remained unanſwered, notwithſtanding Mr. 
E. 's performance. 3 

In the year 1779, at the ciation at Northampton, 
Mr. Hall delivered a diſcourſe from Jai. lvii. 14. Caf 
ye up, caſt ye up, prepare the way, take up the lumbling- 
block out of the way of my people. This ſermon he was 
earneſtly deſired to print, with ſuch circumſtantial 
alterations or enlargements as he might judge proper. 
But when he came to tranſcribe it for the preſs, he 
found that the variety and great importance of the ſub- 
jects on which it treated, would require it to be ſo much 
larger than the uſual bounds of a ſermon, that he did 
not chuſe to proceed, till he had again conſulted the 
Aſeciation, and by their advice it was publiſhed by ſub- 
ſcription in 1781, under the title of Her y To Ziox's 
TRAVELLERS: being An Attempt to remove warious 
Stumbling Blocks out of the way, relating to doctrinal, ex- 
perimental and practical Religion. Though unfortunately 
it was too incorrectly printed, it met with a very ex- 
tenſive ſale, and it is hoped has been of conſiderable 
uſe. A ſecond-edition is by many thought very deſire- 
able, in which the various errors of the preſs might be 
corrected, and ſome alterations made, from the author's 
own copy. A good table of contents would alſo be a 
valuable addition. | | 

This little volume, which princi ally contains a 
vindication of the genuine doctrines of grace, from the 
objections of Socinians, Sabellians, Arminians, and Anti- 

G 3 nomiaus, 

1 A few copies of this piece, wherein the reader will find, in 4 
ſmall compaſs, the Deity and Perſonality of the FaTazr, Sox, and 
Hol v Se1zx1T ably defended, remain unſoid ; and may be had in 


London, of Asp, Button, or Yernor ; and of Mr, Suckett, of Weflon- 
ndert od. Price 6d, | 
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. monians, has met with conſiderable approbation, from 
godly, judicious and learned men of various denomina- 
tions. But a few perſons, whoſe integrity and piety I 
would by no means call in queſtion, with others of a 
more falpicious character, were diſguſted with it, as 
containing ſome ſentiments, which their want of read- 
ing made them conſider as new, and therefore certainly 
erroneous : particularly reſpecting the Nature of a Sinner”s 
Inability to comply with Divine Requirements, Thus 
Mr. Hall, who had long been conſidered, among his 
own Denomination, as one of their ableſt Advocates 
for the Doctrines uſually called Calviniftic, was ſuſ- 
pected to have been gone off from the Gg“ Though 
the fact is, that he retained his Zeal for all the five 
points, by which the Calvinifts are diſtinguiſhed from 
the Arminians, in as great a degree as ever; and was 
chiefly pleaſed with the important diſtinction between 
natural and moral Impotence, on account of its being 
ſuited to defend theſe doctrines moſt ſucceſsfully.— As 
Mr. Hall grew in Knowledge, doubtleſs he was led to 
attend to many things, which he had once overlooked ; 
and as he grew in Grace, he was more and more zealous 
to ſhew the holy rendency of every truth; but in no other 
thing did he here oppo/e that which he had formerly 
maintained, except one ſingle article,“ which I ſhall 
notice below, relative to the Call of the Goſpel : in wry 
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+ (.) That Election is eternal, perſonal, abſolute, and uncondi- 
tional. (2.) That the peculiar bleſſings of Redemption, purchaſed by 
the Death of CRRIST, are limited to the Ele only, who ſhall every 
one of them certainly enjoy them. (3.) That Mankir are ſo univer- 
ſally and totally depraued, that they never can be brought back to 
God, without the drawings of the Hor Y S PIII T. (4+) That the 
ſpecial operations of the D:wine Spirit are invincibly efficaciuus, and cannot 
be u aral by the rebellious Will of Man. (5.) That all who are 
truly regenerated, ſhall perſevere in grace, to glory. 


* Mr. HALL was never uſed to conſider the Sinner's utter di- 
inclination to Obedience as releaſing him from an Obligation to {ve 
God with all his Heart, —_— him with all his might, He was 
ſenſible, that the carnal mind's being enmity againſt Gop, and, con- 


ſequertly wnable to brook Subjection to his holy Law, is no ſort of 
Excuſe tor not obeying his Commands, in their ſull extent.--,And, 
for 


(P20 {= 
he now agreed more fully with the generality of Catvßr- 
ic Divines, than he had done in his youth.—80 far 
however as theſe ſuſpicions aroſe from the miſapprehen- 
ſions of good men, zealous for the doctrines of Grace, 
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for ſeveral] years back, he was equally convinced, that the Diſpoſition 
of a Sinner, to diſregard the Kindneſs of God our Saviour, is no 
more inconſiſtent with an Obligation to obey the Call of the Gos ext, 
than his Diſpoſition to diſregard divine Authority is inconfiſtent with 
an Obligation to obey the Precepts of the Law. 

It is true, the views of this excellent Man were not always equally 
clear, reſpecting the Duty of believing in the Son of God.--- A notion 
was firſt advanced about 60 years ago, by ſome Calviniftic Indepen- 
dents, that the Faith which is connected with ſalvation, is nat required 
of all who hear the Goſpel : which Sentiment began to fpread among 
the Baptiſts, much about the time that Mr. Hall entered into the 
Miniſtry,---Some truly good men adopted it too haſtily, (though it 
was founded on an idea taken from Arminius himſelf, but which be 
ſtarted for a very different end,) imagining it would ferve for an 
anſwer to an argument againſt the neceſſity of efficacious grare, which 
the Arminians founded upon the obligation to believe in Chrift, which, 
till then, was univerſally allowed by the Calvinifts, to be incumbent 
on all who are favoured with the goſpel.---Mr. Hall, being then a 
young man, and zealous againſt the Arminian Syſtem (as he continued 
to be to the laſt) fell in with this Principle, that Faith is no? the 
Duty of the unconverted. But about 14 years ago he became ſenſible, 
that the objections of the Arminians againſt efficacious Grace, would 
admit of a more ſolid anſwer, without this Evaſion; eſpecially by 
means of the uſeful Diſtinction between natural and moral Inability, 
He had, before this, thought much of the Nature of Faith in Chrift, 
and been careful to guard againit the Idea, t hat it primarily conſiſts 
in an Aſſurance of our own Safety, or perſonal Intereſt in Chriſt, 
without previous Evidence of an inward Change : he was, therefore, 
upon cloſe examination, ſatisfied, that nothing prevents any perſon, 
to whom a juſt reprefentation of the Goſpel Way of Salvation is 
made, from cordially embracing CRRISH, or acquieſcing with complu- 
cency in the deſign of bis redemption, but that ſame inveterate love of fn 
which prevents his loving Ged with all bis heart. He ſaw that total - 
Depravity will ſufficiently account for the Neceſſity of Divine Influence, 
to produce faith in Chriſt: and was perſuaded that Sinners might 
as juſtly be required to accept a grod Goſpel, as to obey a good Lat. 
Befides, if the Invitations of the Goſpel are not conſidered as indefinite, 
there can be no Foundation for the irt Act of Faith; no Warrant 
for a Sinner's Application to Chriſt 3 unleſs he could know his Elec- 
tion, or prove his Regeneration, before he committed his ſoul to 
him.---Hence, as ir. Hall once obſerved, in a letter to a friend, 
they who would reſtrict the Call of the Goſpel, / ought in reafon to 
% point out, how unbelievers may know their Election, or redemp- 

| tion, 
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- and at the fame time for the intereſts of practical re- 

ligion, but too ſuſpicious of every deviation from that 

preciſe mode of Rating or defending truth, to which 

they had long been uſed; we truſt they _ 2 
| u . 


« tion, &c. in order to warrant their firf Application to Chriſt, or 
« how the aſſurance of perſonal intereſt in Chriſt may be obtained, 
« before perſons come to him. The firſt acts of Faith muſt be un- 
« warrantable and preſumptuous, if there be no previous Call or 
« Invitation. We allow Renovation of heart muſt precede Faith 
© but unknown Renovation cannot be the ground of the ſinner's fi 

« encouragement to apply to the Saviour, or that on which his right 
« to confide in him is founded, becauſe it. is unknown, And to ſuppoſe 
« any knowledge of regeneration, or heart-renovation, in order to a reli- 
« ance on Jeſus, is the ſame as ſuppoſing an aſſurance of poſſeſſing the 
« Spirit and Grace of God, while an unbeliever; or that a man 
« muſt know he is really ſafe, before he flee from danger.“ 

From ſuch conſiderations as theſe, Mr. Hall was induced to alter 
his opinion on this point; for he ever wiſhed to be open to convic- 
tion, though warmly attached to the truth..---Several of his Brethren 
much about the ſame time, were led into the ſame views: and they 
have rejoiced the more, that they were ſeaſonably convinced of the 
miſtake they had once run into, upon finding, by the oppoſition they 
have fince encountered, that too many others had been led farther 
off from the truth, by the remote tendency of this ſentiment, than 
they apprehended.---It was not at firſt ſuſpected by us, how far many 
private perſons eſpecially, were gone towards the bog of Antimoni- 
aniſm.---Before our change of Judgment, we x EVER doubted, but 
that God might, and did command men to do much, that they never 
will perform, without ſpecial grace. Wẽe even then, x R VER queſ- 
tioned but that every man was juſtly bound to laue God with all bis 
heart, and his Neighbour as himſelf, and to keep the whole Law, in 
thought, word, and deed.---}e x EVER ſuppoſed, that God's decrees 
were a rule of conduct for us, or any excuſe for violating his commands. 
And, above all, we NEvER doubted, but that the lat of God was a 
RULE OF LIFE to Believers.---Good Mr. Brine, who led many into 
the miſtake, that Faith is not the Duty of all who hear the Goſpel, 
both readily a/lowed, that HOSE who beld faith to be a finner”s — 
might be ſound in the eſſential dect rines of grace; and charged h 
who deny the /awv to be a believer's rule, with entertaining one of the 
moſt wwild and extravagant conceits that can enter the mind of a rational 
creature. A ſentiment which Mr. Hall and his moſt intimate friends, 
always abhorred! I pray that All thoſe who are moſt ready to re- 

roach us for deviating. from Mr. Brine in the one inſtance, may 
— that tho are not ſeduced into that dangerous error, which 
he conſidered, as © contrafy to the purity of God's nature, and ſub- 
. verſive of his government.“ | 

| F I thought 
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ſubſided.—Oppoſition from ſuch Profeſſors, as want to 
be comforted in their ſinful practices, turbulent tem- 
pers, or ſlothful negligence, we expect to meet with, 
as long as we are faithful to God and their ſouls; un- 
leſs they are brought to feel a more thorough aur of the 
Sy1z1T,' than that for which they now contend. 


Mr. Hall was married to a ſecond Wife on June 21, 
1780, viz. Mrs. Elizabeth Swan, the relict of Mr. Swas 
of Northampton. Her maiden name was Woodcock, and 
ſhe was a native of ty As ſhe {till ſurvives, I 
ſhall only ſay of her, that Mr. Hall ever expreſſed great 
thankfulneſs for this connection; his children being 
goon up and removed, he found much ſolace in a con- 
nt companion, with whom he might daily converſe 
on the moſt intereſting and beloved ſubjects; and ſhe 
proved a tender and uſeful nurſe, as well as a ſympa- 
thizing friend, in all his latter afflictions. For three 
or 


I thought it expedient to inſert this Note, becauſe, though the 
clamour at firſt raiſed againſt us, as having . gone off from the 
Goſpel,” is ſomewhat ſubſided, there are ſcme who indulge an idea, 
that we have ſtrangely altered our Principles, though they know not, 
and I fear take no pains to underſtand, wherein,---Let common- 
ſenſe judge, if what we have renounced be the Goſpel, or any main 
principle of the Goſpel, when it is only tbis Poſition, ** That no man 
vill be puniſhed FOR NOT BELIEVING in Cnalisr.“ Though we 
then allowed, that every one who dies without vital Faith would 
periſh, and would he puniſhed for not loving God with all his heart, 
and for all the ſins which proceeded from this want of ſupreme love 
of God.---If this aſſertion, that the want of faith in Chriſt is not 
ſinful, were the eſſence of the goſpel, it muſt be principally gred-news 
to the damned. Thoſe who periſh from under the ſound of the goſ- 
pel, would, on that ſuppoſition, have one fin the Je to ſuffer foes 
though, I own, we now think that one to be the greateſt fin of all. 

But let this be remembered, Ve no more think now, that a 
ſinner will repent, or believe in Chriſt, of his own accord, than we 
did before: and we no more thought BzForE, than we do now, 
that God requires nothing of a wicked man but external obedience. 
We thought TEN, that it was every man's duty, to be as bely and 
'obedient as Adam in Paradiſe ; though we had a confuſed idea, that to 
believe in Chriſt, required ſome ſuperior power to what Adam 
poſſeſſed before the fall.---If any man is determined not to under- 
ſtand this matter, let him alſo determine to hold his peace reſpecting 
what he knows not. Whoever wants farther information, let him 
read Mr. Hart's Help to Zien's Travellers, and Mr. Furizn's 
Freatiſe, on The Goſpel of Chrift worthy of all Acceptation, 


Veet 1 


or four years after his marriage, he enjoyed pre 

Health * for the laſt ſix — ſeven —— bf 12 
he was liable to frequent alarming attacks of the cram 
in his ſtomach, which ſeemed to threaten him with ſud- 
den death. 055 


In December, 1759, he had a very narrow — 
1 ly 


from being ſmothered in the ſnow : having accidenta 
found a letter I received from him, dated Fan, 15, 1784, 
I will inſert ſome extracts, as it not only deſcribes this 
remarkable deliverance, but exemplifies his chriſtian 
ſpirit in various reſpe&ts.—* I preached at Velſord on 
hriſtmas-day, and returned home the next day; but 
as our good friend Mrs. Staines, of Boſworth, was to have 
been buried at our place the day following, which was 
Saturday, I ſtopped there till matters were fixed to defer 
it to the Lord's day. This buſineſs delayed me till more 
than half paſt three o'clock. It then ſnowed hard, and 
for above two miles at the latter end of my journey the 
ſnow was exceedingly deep: So that being benighted, 
it was with very great difficulty that I got at laſt to 
Shearſby ; where I left my mare all night, and recovered 
ſtrength fo — as with a guide, to walk through the 
fields, where the ſnow was not ſo deep by far as in the 
lanes, and thus reached home ſafely, before our people 
were gone to bed. I have not been in ſuch apparent 
danger for many years. I paſſed by a coach which 
ſtuck faſt in the ſnow, and after that there did not 
appear to have been any one who had gone that way; 
though I found ſome had gone ſo far and returned. 
But as I was then nearer to Shearſby than any other place, 
J pulled off my great coat, called on God for ſtrength, 
and reſolved to work for life. I had juſt ſtrength 
enough, and none to ſpare ; for I could ſcarcely ſpeak, 
to tell the people, who were exceedingly kind to me, 
who I was. I know not that I ſhould have mentioned the 
above, only I find it has been reported far and near, 
that I was not likely to get over it, having been dragged 
by the horſe for a mile. But that was not the caſe. I 
Tather dragged the beaſt, than ſhe me. Though ſome- 
times I ſunk ſo deep in the ſuow, that I knew not how 
to 


r 
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to get up again, but by pulling the gentle creature 
near me, as to draw the bridle through my hands, till 
near her head, and then giving it a ſudden ſnatch, that 
would make her toſs up her head and fo help me up. 
I have felt no injury, excepting a very bad pain in my 
breaſt, which did not attack me till a day or two after, 
and, through mercy, is ſince removed. I ſhould have 
ſtaid at Boſworth, but I had preached there, as I went 


to Welford, and now wanted on various accounts to get 
home.” | 


« The next day the roads were ſhovelled, and the 
woman before mentioned was interred at our place 

on Lord's day. That tried Chriſtian was ſo calm, and 
in ſuch a happy frame of mind, that I know not when 
I ſpent a more comfortable day on a viſit, than I did with 
her, the week before ſhe died. O how did I wiſh that 
I may die in the like frame which ſhe then appeared to 


enjoy Bleſſed, blefſed be God, for the hope of the 
Goſpel.” 


6 Since I ſaw you, I have had more pleaſure in 
my work, than has been common with me. Indeed, 
(but I beg you not to mention a word of it to any one) 
I have had the moſt bleſſed half year in my ſoul, that I 
remember ever to have enjoyed. The approach of Sab- 
baths has been pleaſurable to me ; my work a ſweet re- 
ward; and the worſhip of God in general attended with 
meltings of heart, and folemn joy. I have thought, 
though a poor creature as ever crawled, yet I would 
not, on the whole, if I could, exchange my relatiye 
connection with Chriſt, and conſequential ſtate, with 
an Angel. Yet I tremble while I thus ſpeak. I would 
not vaunt, and I dread deſertion : but I make free with 

ou, and intreat you to regard the prohibition above. 


am, dear brother, yours in love and affection, ſincere 
and fervent, Rob. Hall.” . 


c P. 8. I begin to wiſh I had not ſaid fo 
much as I have; not that my conſcience accuſes me 
with exceeding truth, but I hate the appearance of 
oſtentation, and fear the effects, &c. and had you a 


heart 
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heart like mine, you would feel as I do; bat that 1 
hope you never will, in various reſpects at leaſt.” 


In the beginning of 1788, his vainable life ſeemed 
twice expoſed to imminent danger, from very trivial 
accidents. Firſt, a flight prick in his finger brought 
on a mortification, which was ſtopped with difficulty, 
and the loſs of its firſt joint. I received a long letter 
from him in February, containing remarks on ſome in- 
tereſting ſubjets. He began when his finger was fo 
ſtiff and unwieldy that he could not proceed, but he 
finiſhed about a week afterwards, though with much 

ain, there being ſtill ſome bits,of bone to come away 
om the wound. Such delight did he take in theolo- 
gical inveſtigations, and in ſerving his friends.—A few 
months afterwards he ſeemed in equal danger from a 
ſlight friction in another part, thus deſcribed in a letter, 
dated May 9, written to guard a diſtant friend againſt 
the miſtakes of a plauſible publication in favour of Ar- 
minianiſm. © Love to truth, &c. induces me to write 
« contrary to the remonſtrance of ſtrong pain. Reſpect- 
« ing my affliction, let it ſuffice to ſay, 7 have had for 
« ſeveral weeks paſt an alarming inflammation on the 
« right ſide of my head, about the temples, and behind 
« the ear. I have had the advice of a phyſician and a 
« ſkilful ſurgeon, and have undergone four very painful 
« lancings, twice laſt week, and twice the week before, 
« Kc. All about me thought my life to hang in ſuſ- 
« penſe for ſome weeks. At night I could not keep 
«© my bed, but was obliged to walk about, as motion 
« ſeemed to blunt the keen ſenſation of anguiſh.” He 
then enters pretty largely into the ſubject, though not 
ſo fully as he wiſhed, becauſe ſtooping to write hurt him 
much: and thus cloſes, « I cannot farther enlarge. 
«© The Lord grant your ſoul may be preſerved from 
ce the taint of every error, and kept near the Lord; and 
« that you may have wiſdom, humility, tenderneſs, and 
« zeal for truth. I lament and mourn under the ap- 
« prehenſion of various pernicious ſentiments going 
«© abroad, whereby the Lord deſigns to ſift profeſſors. 
O to be able to ſtand in every temptation, and to pray 
« mightily 
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ce mightily to him who has ſaid, My grace is ſufficient 
for thee.” -I inſert theſe extracts becauſe they give 
a true ſketch of my dear Friend's temper and ſpirit, and 
ſhew the fervour of his habitual love to God and truth. 

He was not ſufficiently recovered by the A4/fciation, 
May 27, to be able to attend it, though held fo near 
as Kettering : but he ſent the Circular Letter which he 
had bom ford to driw up, and which was approved, 
and ordered for the preſs. This letter principal! 
treated on the vi of in, and the dignity 4 t 
had been propoſed that the ſubject ſhould be, communion 
with God; but certain circumſtances being ſuppoſed to 
call for it, Mr. Hall was deſired to poſtpone that ſub- 
ject till the following year, and to endeavour to fortify 
our churches againſt every temptation to deſert the 
doctrines of CarisT's infinite Dignity and invaluable 
Atonement. With this propoſal he readily complied. 
For theſe principles occupied a firſt place in his heart; 
they were his daily bread ; it was under their influence 
that he ripened ſo much as he did in humility, heavenly- 
mindedneſs, and joy in God. The dear and adorable 
Redeemer, as he uſed to expreſs himſelf, was his life in 
this world, and his hope for that to come.“ 
H | When 


If Jxsus Js not indeed the Sow of Gop, in ſuch a ſenſe as im- 
plies his participation of the divine Nature, he muſt be the greateft 
idol now in the world; and has been the occaſion of the moſt exten- 
ſive, and long-continued idolatry that ever was. And this idolatry 
has taken place among his profeſſed diſciples, though (as even the 
Socinians allow) he was to be the great Teacher of Truth, and Reformer 
of the Gentile World. According to the ſuppoſition of gur oppo- 
nents, the major part of thoſe who have been moſt zealous for the 
religion of Jeſus, have miſtaken it, in a moſt important article, 
whereby the Socinians conceive, that what we call Chriſtianity, is 
rendered as inconſiſtent with the true unitarian doctrine, as the poly- 
theiſm it has ſucceeded. And many thouſands who have given the 
fulleſt evidence of their faich in the miſſion of Chriſt, of thier dili- 
gence in ſtudying his goſpel, and their zeal for propagating of it, and 
who have ſeemed moſt evidently to be ſan#ified by it in /ife, and 
Jupported by it in death, have thus groſsly miſunderſtood it: though 
it 15 ſaid, that the contrary is the only rationa/ doctrine; and that the 
ſcripture really gives no countenance to our opinion :——and though 
our adverſaries cannot conſiſtently pretend that there was any native 


depravity 
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When this letter was printed, his abſence and illneſs 
was notified to the churches, and their —.— deſired 
for his valuable life: and Gon granted that which they 
requeſted for near three years longer.— The Afeciation 
at Spalding, in 1789, was too diſtant for him to attend, 
but his letter on Communion with God, was that year 
printed, which proved the laſt of his remains from the 
preſs. But in 1790 he attended the ¶ociation at Olney, 
where he preached from Acts xx. 24. But none of theſe 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myſelf, /o 
that I might finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which 
1 hawe received of the Lord Feſus to teſtify the goſpel 4 the 
grace of God. This was the laſt time he was employed 
on a public occaſion in his own connection.“ 


Meanwhile his Spaſms, or fits of the Cramp, returned 
frequently, and often with great violence. In a letter 
to his Son-in-law, Mr. 1/aac James, of Briſtol, t dated 
December 17, 1790, he thus writes, © Lord's day was 
«« a week, I baptized two perſons. I had ſat up almoſt 
« all the Saturday night, till paſt four o'clock, being 
% poorly and of thought, &c. I hope, however, 
« the Lord was to me; Fear not, ] am with thee, 
% Cc. was much on my mind. I thought and even 
« ſaid, Lord it is enough! I need, I deſire no more. 
« On the Lord's day I preached, but never with ſuch 
te difficulty before, I then adminiſtered the Lord's 
« Supper.—Breath ſhort, pain ſo very great, that moſt 
« thought I ſhould have died amongſt them. I thought 


« ſo 


depravity in us, or our enthuſiaſtic predeceſſors, any more tian in 
themſelves, or other children of Adam, to cauſe ſo groſs a miſtake ! ! ! 


wt O the great bleſſing of an eaſy faitb! Are theſe the men who 
refuſe to believe myſteries 


* He gave the charge a few days afterwards at Chenies, in 
Buckinghambire, at the Ordination of the Rev. Nathan Sharman, who 
had been called out to the miniſtry by his Church; And in Auguft 
following preached to the Church in Cannon-Street, Birmingham, at 
the ordination of the Rev. Mr, Pearſe, to whom Dr. Evans, of Briftel, 
delivered the Charge. 


t Son to that excellent man the late Rev. Samuel James, who was 
2 many years Paſtor of the Haptiſ ehurclr at Hirebin, in Hertford- 
ire, 
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4 fo too, but it was a pleaſure to be ſurrounded by my 

«« dear friends, who were bathed in tears. When I had 

«« received the two — 2 and finiſhed the ordinance, 
i 


«© I got to bed directly, and about 8 o'clock got 
« better. I wiſh to be as, and what, the Lord would 
« have me.” | 


In his faſt letter to his Son-in-law, dated Feb. 4, 1791, 
is the following, In point of health, when my fits are 
«« off, I am as well almoſt as I could wiſh; and as to 
% my ſtate generally, rather happy in my mind. The 
« goſpel bears my ſpirits up, A faithful and unchanging 
«© Gor, Lays the foundation of m _ In oaths, and pro- 
« miſes, and blood. This LA « often is, and long has 
e been, precious to me. I have you all more in re- 
* membrance than ever. May the Lord fay to each, 
4 Thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me.” 


Feb. 17, 1791, he wrote to his old and intimate friend 
Mr. Evans, of Northampton. The following remarkable 
paſſages, I have extracted from that letter,—* As to 
«« myſelf, as I write to a dear friend, I may uſe a little 
t freedom. You know L have had many things to eruſh 
« my natural 2 and often think, perhaps it was 
« well for me they were broken down in early life. I have 
«« long groaned, being burdened, till a le, timerous, 
*« penfive frame of mind, became habitual: what you 
« ſay of your 7 affects me to tears. I hope the 
« Lord has made me uſeful, (and ſo he has you) but 
% that never was to me 3 ſufficient proof of his appro- 
« bation, He will call, comfort, and nouriſh his own, 
% though the inſtrument be only a Nur/e for a time, yea 
« worlſe, a black unclean Raven, Many and many a da 
« and year have I ſpent habitually bemoaning myſelf, 
« ſurely I am MORE brutiſh than any man, &c. I have 
« often dreaded and hung back from the Lord's work, 
« perhaps to the diſhonour of his name and the diſcou- 
c ragement of my friends, particularly young miniſters ; 
« which I lament now, as ſuch opportunities are over 
«« with me. Yet the Lord has been ever kind to 77merou;s, 
« diftruftful, ungrateful Mt. | have always dreaded long 
5s life, having a ſhattered memory at beſt, and apppre- 

p H 2 © hending 
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«« hending that under natural decays, I ſhould be 7 
% indeed; nay worſe, a cumberer of the ground. But, 
«« dear brother, I mention it for * encouragement, 
«« though I dread ſaying too much, or that you ſhould 
«« think I am more favoured than I really am; yet, I 
« ſay, I may venture to mention to you, that hitherto 
« my fears have not been verified. I truſt the 
« Lord is with me rather more than heretofore ; and 
«« the word ſeems bleſt to /ome, if not to many. We are 
«« well attended, in bad weather excepted; and at 
«« evening meetings ſtill more and more. But ſome- 
« times 1 preach with much difficulty, and Lord's day 
«© was fortnight did not at all, having a fit on me from 
« morning to night. I have many that are ſoon got off, 
but ſeveral have baffled all means of late; at leaſt for 
« along time. The few laſt have been very different 
« from what they uſed to be. My head has not been 
« affected, nor breaſt in much pain; but I have been 
« very ſick, and inclined to ſwoonings. I have been 
« generally very happy in my mind. Laſt Lord's day 
e night had a very ſevere fit, though but of four hours 
« continuance. They called my fon John out of bed. 
„J was happy beyond expreſſion in my mind. It was 
« a night of ſorrow deluged with joy. What my dear 
«« wife and ſon, &c. feared, that I in a meaſure longed 
«« for. I ſay in a meaſure, becauſe, though greatly 
« afflited, yet my comforts were ſo much ſuperior, 
s that I thought, and ſaid, I cared not how long I 
« lived, though I had fits every day, if the Lord con- 
te tinued me his heart - melting, heart - ſtrengthening 
« preſence. I had general pain all over, but I could 
% not forbear ſaying, Pain was pleafant, and ſickneſs 
« ſweet, when the Lord is near. I thought of you, 
«© Brother Ryland, &c. with great delight ; and that if the 
« Lord ſpared me, I would write a few lines on God's 

* behalf, viz. to requeſt you not to dread any thing 
% but ſin. J am ſure the Lord can make you moſt 
« happy. when afflictions are moſt heavy, He has really 
«« done ſo to me, poor me; and if ſo, can you diſtruſt? 
One time (a while ago) thoſe words, Fear not, worm 
« Jacob, 
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% Jacob, &c. were ſo much to me, that I told the Lord 
« it was enough, I wiſhed, I wanted no more. But laſt 
« Lord's day night my cup ran over. O take care, 
«« dear brother, and neyer diſhonour God, as I have 
« done, by laviſhly dreading old age, fore diſeaſes, 
« devils, or death. But here it becomes me to ſtop 
« [ am yet in the body, having an evil heart; I know 
* not how I may be yet, I therefore almoſt repent I 
% have written what I have. However, I muſt and will 
« ſay, truly the Lord is good, and if A be with me, 
« I will fear none evil, &c.” 

« After all, I know not the day of my death. The 
« Lord may ſpare me to drag on for years. But none 
« of theſe things move me, fo that I may, be when it 
« will, finiſh my courſe with joy.” 

In one of theſe violent fits of the Covngy about two 
or three weeks before his death, he and others thinking 
it would that time end in his diſſolution, he gave gery 
cf ee directions concerning all the circumſtances of 

is funeral. — And he made a new will, with ſome altera- 
tions much to his own ſatisfaction and that of his family, 
about ten days before his deceaſe. 


Mr. Hall had been going through the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews in an expoſitory lecture on the Lord's day even- 
ing, the laſt lecture was upon Heb. vi. 12. That ye be 
not flothful, but Jo of them, who through faith and 
patience inherit the promiſes. 

On the Lord's day wherein he was taken to reſt, he 
appeared very well in the morning, and went into the 
— at the uſual time, and preached from John iv. 
10. He had been upon the former part of the verſe the 
preceding Sabbath, IF thou hneweft the gift of God, and 
who it is that ſaith unto thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldeſt 
have aſked of him. He now conſidered the latter clauſe, 
He would have given thee LIVING WATER. It was a 
pleaſing circumſtance to ſome, that this ſubject led him 
to m2ntion, what they had never be2n told before, the 
firſt text he preached from at Aruſby, which was in Prow, 
XXV. 5. As cold water toathirſly ſoul, ſois good news from a far 
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country. Many thought that he ſpoke with uncommon 
vigour, beyond what they remembered for many years. 
He gave out the hymn at the cloſe, xlviii of the Ar PEN - 
DIX, The fountain of CHT, Loxp help us to fing, &c. 
He afterwards ate his dinner as uſual, and then lay down 
for awhile, as he was accuſtomed of late years, and ſlept 
ſo ſoundly as not to be awakened by Mrs. Hall's goin 

into the room.” About 5 he aroſe, drank his coffee, an 

ate his toaſt, as well, or rather better than uſual. A 
young woman, E. Horton, came in, to converſe with him 
about preaching a funeral ſermon for her ſiſter, lately 
deceaſed. It was propoſed to ſing the cclxxix hymn of 
the Appendix at the funeral, It is the Lord, &c. of which 
Mr. Hall expreſſed his approbation. About 6 o'clock 
he retired into the little parlour, and ſtaid about half 
an hour; when he came out again Mrs. Hall firſt per- 
ceived him to be indiſpoſed. He aſked for ſome camo- 
mile tea, being very ſick. Juſt at this time his ſon and 
daughter-in-law came in, not knowing of his illneſs. 
He ſeemed to be no worſe than he had frequently been 
before under ſimilar attacks of his diſorder. He had 
given notice, at noon, that he ſhould preach in the 
evening, ſo that a conſiderable number of people were 
affembled at the meeting, (which adjoins the dwelling- 
houſe) where they kept a meeting of prayer. His wite, 
ſon, and daughter ſtaid with him. He did not appear 
much worſe, , complained of a violent pain in his 
breaſt, though his ſickneſs was rather abated. A friend 
coming in to ſee how he did, he ſeemed at firſt not diſ- 
poſed to ſay much, but wiſhed him good night, when 
he was going away; and preſently, as if he ſuddenly re- 
collected himſelf, he called him back, and ſaid “ Friend 
«© Looms, fear nothing: do not be afraid of trouble, 
*«« trials, nor even death: if the Lord is but with you, 
-«« you will do.“ This he ſaid, in a very animated man- 
ner, and with a chearful tone of voice, and then wiſhed 
him good night again, and let him go. But two others 
of his people came in, and ſtaid with him ſome time. 
One of them, John Palmer, wiſhed him to have 
| Jome medical advice again, as his diſorder ſeemed lately 
; | 10 
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to be different from what it had been before. But he 
ſignified that he was not much inclined to try freſh me- 
dicines, © But,” added he, © I have not lived fo long 
* in the world as to be weary of it, nor am I afraid to 
„% die. I don't care whether I live or die.” About 8 
o'clock he wiſhed to go into the little parlour, Mrs. 
Hall took the candle to go before and light him, and his 
friends Palmer and Vice took hold of him as he got up, to 
lead him along more ſafely ; when he ſaid, © 7 hall fwoon;"? 
and ſunk down to the ground, and expired without a 
groan or —_— ; the men being unable to replace him 
in the chair, but ſupporting him in a ſitting poſture on 
the ground. 


On the Thur/day afternoon following, his remains were 
committed to the grave; after the preceding ſermon had 
been preached in the yard, which adjoins both to the 
meeting and dwelling-houſe : the concourſe of people 
being too great to be contained in the place of worſhip; 
though ſome of his friends were prevented attending, 
by his being ſo ſuddenly and unexpectedly removed, that 
notice of the ſorrowful event could not be ſufficiently 
circulated, 


The preacher appointed to improve the painful pro- 
vidence, could not be informed till near Tueſday noon; 
and he judged it unneceſſary to ſpeak of the character 
of the deceaſed at the time of his interment. Moſt 
who were preſent had a fuller idea of his many excel- 
lencies, than he could convey by a ſhort deſcription in 
a diſcourſe ſo haſtily 7 The caſe is now dif- 
ferent. The printed ſermon, and narrative annexed, 
may fall into the hands of perſons by whom he was very 
imperfectly known. But — I have not pretended 
to confine myſelf, to inſert nothing in the ſermon but 
what my recolle&ion aſſures me was delivered on the 
ſpot, I thought it better to ſubjoin a ſhort ſketch of his 
character here, than to interweave it with the diſcourſe. 
And having received a letter from a friend, who had 
been intimately acquainted with him for many years, 
containing a juſt delineation of it, I rather chuſe to 
tranſcribe it with very little alteration, than to ſubſti- 

tute 
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tute a worſe deſcription of my own.—I inſert it more 
with a view to the imitation of the-living, than to the 
Honouring of the dead; and am perſuaded that if ſome, 
who knew but little of him, ſhould think it too panegy- 
rical, thoſe who were more intimately acquainted with 
him, will avouch it to contain the words of truth and 
ſoberneſs. | 


« The diſtinguiſhed talents of our dear deceaſed 
friend, will long live in the remembrance of all who. 
knew him. His advantages of education were extremely 
ſmall, but polling from his infancy a contemplative 
caſt of mind, and an habit of patient thinking, he laid 
in a large ſtock of uſeful knowledge. In the character 
of a miniſter of the goſpel, there have been but few, 
more generally eſteemed. Attentive only to the im- 
provement of his hearers, he forgot himſelf, and ap- 
peared entirely abſorbed in his ſubject. Though he was 
unacquainted with the graces of oratory, and the em- 
belliſhments of language, ſcarce any man ſpoke with a 
more ſtriking and viſible effect. From nature he derived 
a large ſhare of ſenſibility, and as he excelled at the ſame 
time in taking a profound and comprehenſive view of a 
ſubject, the —— and affections of his hearers 
were equally intereſted in his diſcourſes, which generally 
flowed in a ſtream of argument and pathos. From a 
natural diffidence of temper, heightened by a conſciouſ- 
neſs of his want of education, he often aſcended the 
pulpit with tremor; but as ſoon as this ſubſided, he 
generally led his hearers, ſtep by ſtep, into a large field 
of ſerious and manly thinking, kin ed as he advanced, 
and expatiated with increafing energy and conviction till 
the ſubject was exhauſted. His eminent piety lent a 
peculiar unction to the ſentiments he delivered, led him 
to ſeize the moſt intereſting views of every ſubject, 
and turned topics, which in the hands of others would 
have furniſhed barren ſpeculation oz/y, into materials 
for devotion and prayer. He appeared to the greateſt 
advantage upon ſubjects where the faculties of moſt men 
fail them, fr the natural element of his mind was 
greatneſs. At times he ſeemed to labour with concep- 
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tions too big for his utteranee, and if an obſcurity ever 
pervaded his diſcourſes it muſt be traced to this ſource, 
the diſproportion of his language to the vaſtneſs of his 
conceptions. He had great force without ornament, 
and grandeur without correctneſs. His miniſtry in the 
hands of Gos was effectual to the converſion of great 
numbers; and in this particular he was diſtinguiſhed in 
a manner not very common, for the laſt years of his life 
were the moſt ſucceſsful. But it was not only in the 
pulpit that he ſhone, in his private ſphere of action as 
a Chriſtian, his virtues were not leſs diſtinguiſhed, than 
his talents as a miniſter. Deep devotion and unaffected 
humility entered far into this part of his character. Few 
men have paſſed through greater viciſſitudes of life than 
the deceaſed, and perhaps in each of them no man pre- 
ſerved with a more inviolable conſiſtency the character 
of a Chriſtian, He was very early introduced into the 
ſchool of affliction, and the greater part of his ſubſequent 
life was diſtinguiſhed by an uncommon ſucceſlion of 
trials and diſtreſſes. On his firſt entrance on the miniſ- 
try his fortitude was exerciſed in a ſcene of perſecutions 
and reproaches, which laſted for many years; his 
worldly proſpects at the ſame time were gloomy and 
| precarious in a high degree, he had a very numerous 
family, and an income extremely limited. He united 
great ſuſceptibility of heart with firmneſs of mind, and 
endowed with theſe diſpoſitions, he met reproaches with 
gentleneſs, ſuftained adverſity with fortitude, and pains 
and ſorrows of various kinds with exemplary patience. 
In the habitual frame of his ſpirit he walked with God. 
The confolations that ſupported him through life, awaited 
him at death, for ſo tranquil were his laſt moments, ſo 
completely was he reconciled to the proſpe@ of both 
worlds, that he declared a little time before he expired, 
he would net give a ftraw to live or die. From his firſt 
acquaintance with religion to the cloſe of his life he was 
never known to expreſs the leaſt heſitation reſpecting 
his ſtate, but enjoyed an uninterrupted afſurance of a 
happy 8 His converſation breathed ſo much 
of heaven, was ſo tinctured with the very ſpirit of re- 
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ligion, that none could enjoy it without an —_— 
of being made better. It was evident to all that knew 
him, that his religion was not a tranſient impreſſion, 
but a permanent principle, that it blended itſelf with 
all his feelings and his actions, and that it raiſed his 
thoughts, his views, and his paſſions towards heaven. 


In the firſt years of his miniſtry, he encountered, as 
hath already been remarked, much perſecution and re- 
proach ; but at length his exemplary conduct diſſipated 
theſe prejudices, and gained him ſo completely the 
eſteem of all claſſes of mankind, that it may be doubted 
whether he had an enemy in the world, for certain he 
had none but thoſe whom his piety might make ſuch. 
He was diſtinguiſhed as a lover of peace, and as anxious 
to heal breaches as he was cautious to avoid them. 
With ſome, his extreme ſolicitude for the propagation 
of evangelical ſentiments might ſeem like bigotry ; but 
they who knew him beſt were well convinced that this 
was no part of his character, and that he regarded ſen- 
timents in no other light, nor cheriſned them in any 
higher degree, than as he conceived them favourable to 
the intereſts of holineſs and virtue. 


His brethren in the miniſtry will long and deeply 
lament him; for to them his talents and diſpoſitions pecu- 
liarly endeared him. How many private circles hath he 
cheared and enlivened by his preſence! In how many 
public ſolemnities hath he lifted up an enſign to the 
people, invited them to the ſtandard of the croſs, and 
warmed and exalted their affections, whilſt “ his doc- 
trine dropped as the rain, and his ſpeech diſtilled as the 
dew.” Great abilities are often allied to pride, but the 
character of the deceaſed was an illuſtrious exception to 
this rule. His talents and virtues were in ſome meaſure 
concealed from the world, and almoſt entirely from him · 
ſelf, by a veil of the moſt unaffeted modeſty. He was 
never ſo happy as when he was permitted to ſit in the 
ſhade, though the high opinion entertained of his abili- 
ties ſeldom allowed him that indulgence. It would be 
difficult to conceive a human mind more completely 
purged from the leaven of pride or of envy, than = 


* 
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that of our deceaſed friend. In this particular his mag- 


nanimity was ſo great that he ſeemed, on all occaſions, 
deſirous of * — recollection of himſelf in the re- 
putation and applauſe of his cotemporaries. To cul- 
tivate the ſeeds of reflection and improvement in the 
minds of his inferiors, to behold the growing talents and 
virtues of his brethren, to draw merit from its obſcurity 
and give confidence to timid worth, formed fome of the 
higheſt ſatisfactions of his life. 

His temper was grave and contemplative, yet few men 
took greater delight in Chriſtian ſociety, and on theſe 
occaſions he ſeldom failed to mix with ſerious converſe 
a vein of pleaſantry and humour in which he tly ex- 
celled. Prom his integrity and knowledge it may be 
inferred he was eminently ſkilled for imparting advice, 
yet ſo carefully did he ſhun every inclination to dictate, 
that he ſcarce ev gave it unſolicited. His ſentiments, 
when required, bk imparted with tenderneſs and free- 
dom, but he never made advice a diſguiſe for arrogance, 
or an engine ofr rule, nor ever preſumed to think him- 
ſelf affronted if his counſels were not followed. In his 
whole deportment prudence and humility were conſpi- 
cuous; a prudence, however, that was candid and 
manly, as far removed from art, as his humility was 
from meanneſs. He had failings no doubt, (for who 
is free?) but they were ſcarcely ever ſuffered to influ- 
ence his conduct, or to throw even a tranſient ſhade 
over the ſplendour of his character. Upon the whole, 
if a ſtrong and penetrating genius, ſimplicity of man- 
ners, integrity of heart, fidelity in friendſhip, and all 
theſe virtues conſecrated by a piety the moſt ardent and 
ſincere on the high altar — devotion, have any claim to 
reſpect, the memory of the deceaſed will long be che- 


riſhed with tears of admiration and regret by thoſe who 
knew him.” | 


To the Memory of my deer and oral Fried, 
The Rev. ROBERT HALL, 
Who died in the 634 year of bis age, on March 13, 1791. 


A. ts is my much reſpected friend no more ? 
n 


How ful are the tidings to my heart ! 
is that light extinguifh'd which fo long 
Has burn'd with brighteſt luſtre, and diffus'd 
'Thro? all his lov'd connections round about, 
Pure rays of evangelic light and joy ? 

Is all that ſtock of true ſubſtantial worth 
Become as water ſpilt upon the ground ?— 
That «niver/al knowledge, which embrac'd 
A compaſs wide and large, of men and things ;— 
That well-known ſolid wida, which, improv'd 
By long experience, made his face to ſhine ;— 
hat uprightneſs of Character, by which 
He liv'd Sou flander, and of foes made friends ;— 
That ardent and affe#ionate concern 
For truth, for righteouſneſs, for Zion's good, 
Which, with a focial kindneſs, long endear'd 
His name, and renders him a public loſs ;— 

That grace that rul'd and ſeaſon'd all his ſoul, 

And as with ſacred unction filPd-his lips, 

In which as life declin'd he ripened fait, 

And ſhone ſtill more and more to th' perfect day; 
That tender fmpathy that often ſooth'd 

The ſorrowing heart, and wip'd the mourner's tear ;— 
That ſweet humility, and felf-abaſement, N 
With which we heard him oft invoke his God; 
Which ne'er aſſum'd, tho' firſt in counſel ſxill'd, 
The lordly look, or proud dictator's chair ;— 
That guiltleſs plea/antry that brighten'd up 

Each countenance, and cheer'd the ſocial hour; 
(If he were there, it ſeem'd that all were there, 
If he were miſſing none could fill his place, )— 
That fore of excellence, in ſhort, to which 

(As to a ſhip well mo one might repair, 
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And be enrich'd with treaſures new and old. — 
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Nor ſit, nor walk, as erſt with pleaſure wont, 

Nor mingle ſouls beneath the friendly bow'r?.  _ 

No. .. this is paſt ... . nor ought ſeems left for me, 

Except to walk, and ſigh upon thy ſtone !. fp 
Dear Friend! I ſaw thee burden'd years ago, 

With heavy loads of complicated grief; 

And grief more complicate, tho? leſs intenſe 10 

I'm told thou didſt in earlier days endure; 

But tribulation patience in thee wrought, 

And ſuch a =_ of rich experience this, 

That few like thee could reach the mourner's caſe, 

Or eaſe the burdens of the lab'ring heart. 


We ſaw thee ripen in thy later years 
As when rich-laden autumn droops her head : 
That theme on which thy thoughts of latewere penn'd, + 
None knew like thee, nor could have touch'd ſo well; 
It ſeem'd thy element, the native air 
Thy holy ſoul had long been us'd to breathe. 
-Such things we ſaw with ſacred — yet 
Twas pleaſure ting'd with painful fear, leſt theſe 
(As fruit when ripe is quickly gather'd in) 1 
Should only prove portentous of thy end. 

O thou great Arbiter of life and death! 
Thy ways are juſt, and true, and wiſe, and good; 
Tho? clouds and darkneſs compaſs thee around, 
Juſtice and judgment ſtill ſupport thy throne. 
Had it been left to us, he ſtill had liv'd, - 
And liv'd for years to come, and bleſs'd us till ; 
But thus 'tis not, thy thoughts are not as ours. 

8 me NF Had 

Communion wvith Cod, the ſubject of the circular letter for 1789, 


and which was Mr, Hall's laſt printed performance. 
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Had poor ſhort-ſighted mortals had their will.! 34 

The grout ee not bled, or died: © © © 4 
us 


Teach us to ſay, Thy will not ours be done, _ 
And drink the cup thou giveſt us to drin. Bo 

Dear relatives and friends, his ſpecial charge, 42 | 
Bereav'd at once of him whoſe life was ſpent [ 
In unremitted labours for your good. 


We muſt not call on you to mourn, but tr 
To ſtem the tide, or wipe th? overflowing tear. 
"Tis true his courſe is finiſh'd; and your ears 1 
Shall hear no more the long · accuſtom'd ſound; _ | 
But *tis as he deſir'd, when late we heard 
Drop from his lips, what ſeem'd his laſt farewell.“ 
The prize for which he counted life not der 
Is fully gain'd, his courſe with joy he clos d. 


What did I fay ; the ſhip was wreck'd and loſt ? 2 
No, it is not, *tis ſafe arriv'd in port, 4 
And all the precious cargo too is ſafe ; .Y 
His knowledge, wiſdom, love, and every grace, 

Are not extin&, but gloriouſly matur'd, 

Beyond whate'er he graſp'd in this frail ſtate, 

A fit companion now for purer minds; a 
For patriarchs, prophets, martyrs, and for thoſe 

Whom once he knew, and lov'd, who went before; 

For HIM whoſe name was dear to him on earth, 

And whoſe ſweet preſence now creates his heav'n. 


Nor is all loſt to thoſe who yet ſurvive, 
Tho? he is gone, his mantle's left behind :;— 
Kind memory may recall his words, and deeds, 
And prayers, and counſels ; and conviction aid, 
Or cheer the heart, or guide the doubtful feet, as 
Or prompt to imitate his holy life. 2 
Nor memory alone, the faithful page 
Is charg'd with ſome remains, in which the man 8 

n 


* It has been obſe ved in the preceding memoirs, that Mr. Hall's 
laſt public ſermon, in his own. connection, was preached at Olney 
Aſfeciation, June 2, 1790: from Acts Xx. 24. Neither count I my 
life dear,=:bat I may finiſh my courſe "with joy, &c. 
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13 And bi Hertel Lai yu are Gon, 4 MTF- 
N In theſe, tho' he be dead, he ſpenkefh il,” - 
i -- Yes, — Males achurthe, may there too 


A double portion Veri ſpirit 
Upon us all; and might I be indulg'd | 
In one more ſpecial wiſh, wiſh, that with ſhould be, 
That he who fills his father's facred truſt, 
Might ſhare the bleflings of his father's God, 
And tread his ſteps, that all may ſee and ſay, 
: 10 r y 2 


* Mr. Hell webks inal ef he it letters to the churches of 
the Northamptonſhire and Leiceſterſhire Aﬀociation, moſt of which 
have been noticed already, as well as his Help to Zion's Trawelleri. 
He alſo printed, A Charge to Mr. Morton, delivered at his ordina+ 


tion at Kettering, 1771. And a Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Evan of 
Faxton, 1775. 
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